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The town of Durham and 
UNH recently launched an in-
teractive tool that will allow the 
community to track crime trends, 
violations and arrests.
The geospatial crime map 
debuted on the university website 
just prior to the March 18 Durham 
town newsletter, where Town Ad-
ministrator Todd Selig announced 
the project. 
Selig cited a joint task force 
between the Durham Police De-
partment, UNH Police Depart-
ment, UNH dean of students and 
the UNH technology staff. Selig 
speciﬁ cally noted the efforts of 
UNH Police Chief Paul Dean and 
Durham Police Chief David Kurz. 
The tool presents users with 
a Durham town map, and more 
speciﬁ cally, the UNH campus. 
Geospatial crime map newly 
introduced to the Durham area





With snowstorms in spring 
and heat waves in winter, New 
England weather is arguably one 
of the hardest things to predict.
On Monday, March 21, Dur-
ham was hit by a snowstorm that 
was predicted to deliver only a 
dusting of snow. According to 
WMUR, the total snowfall for the 
area was approximately 6 inches. 
The decision to not cancel or de-
lay Monday’s classes was made at 
4 a.m. that morning, and as noted 
by an email sent out to the UNH 
community by Vice President of 
Finance and Administration Chris 
Clement, “The storm’s unpredict-
able nature ultimately proved our 
decision [of not cancelling or de-
laying classes] to be wrong.”
 “I’m responsible, I take this 
very seriously,” said Clement. “I 
made a mistake, I own it and am 
truly sorry for the decision.”
Clement took over the post of 
Vice President of Finance and Ad-
ministration in 2015. Clement’s 
By SAM RABUCK
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Diplomat Richard Haass was 
announced as the speaker for the 
class of 2016’s commencement 
ceremony Wednesday morning. 
According to the UNH Media 
Relations’ press release, Haass re-
ceived the 2013 Tipperary Interna-
tional Peace Award for his service 
as the president of the Council on 
Foreign Relations and has served 
as the council’s president for the 
last 13 years. 
Additionally, the press release 
outlined Haass’ extensive political 
career in foreign relations. The re-
lease states, “Haass was director 
of policy planning for the Depart-
ment of State where he served as 
principal adviser to Secretary of 
Snow severity takes Clement by surprise
2016 commencement speaker announced
One of UNH’s most historic buildings 
takes its  rst steps into the 21st century
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The CrimeReports geospatial crime map allows community 
members to view crime records. 
By ETHAN HOGAN
STAFF WRITER
Progress on the Hamilton Smith (Ham Smith) expansion has been moving quickly because of this year’s 
mild winter, according to Richard Rouleau, facilities project manager II. The foundation is complete and stu-
dents can see the frame of the building already erected where the back-end of Ham Smith used to be.
The old Ham Smith extension, which was built in the 1960s, has been completely removed and in its place 
will be two new wings. During the deconstruction process of the old extension, asbestos and PCB, two carci-
nogenic chemicals, were found in the building‘s infrastructure and safely disposed of, according to Rouleau. 
Rouleau explains that this type of chemical removal is typical with structures made during that time pe-
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•	 Holloway closes at 3 p.m. 
Friday, March 26, will re-
open on Monday, March 28 
at 7:15 a.m.






•	 Women’s Lacrosse vs Uni-
versity of Massachusetts 
Lowell, Cowell Stadium, 
12 p.m.  
•	 Easter Egg Hunt, St. 
Thomas More Church, 11 
a.m. - 1 p.m.
March 26
•	 Wildcat Workout Project,  
Field House, 6:30 - 7:30 
a.m.
•	 COLA Admitted Student 
Visit Day 2016, MUB GSR, 
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
•	 Biological Sciences Seminar, 
Spaulding Hall G70, 12:10 - 
1 p.m.
March 24
Stay Connected:•	 Queering the Spirit Lunch Discussion #5, MUB, 12:40 
p.m.
•	 Gallery Talk: Randall Thur-
ston, 12 - 1 p.m.
•	 Wildcat Workout Project, 
Field House, 12 - 1 p.m.
•	 How Public Policy Pro-
grams Help Local Small 
Businesses. 3 - 5 p.m.
Several food and beverage vendors were posted up at the 
tables near the Union Court to give away free samples of 
their products to students.
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Users are able to zoom in and 
out, selecting specific locations 
that are marked with an incident. 
When users click on the incident, 
they can find information on the 
violation or arrest, including the 
date and time, address and which 
departments responded.
“I knew that many [people] at 
UNH and in the Durham commu-
nity would be interested in seeing 
the patterns and trends of arrests in 
this jurisdiction over time,” Dean 
of Students John Kirkpatrick said. 
“We thought that displaying it 
in an open-access environment 
would be the optimal way to get 
information out to those who 
wanted it whenever they needed 
it. I hope that students, faculty and 
staff find it useful.”
Kirkpatrick had earlier ex-
perience with geospatial mapping 
crime data, as a research unit he 
worked for ten years ago in New 
Hampshire trained criminal jus-
tice professionals in these types 
of applications. He said Michael 
Routhier, program coordinator of 
UNH’s geospatial science gradu-
ate certificate program, jumped at 
the chance to work on the crime 
map project. 
Durham Police Chief David 
Kurz said that while the depart-
ment has “more than a grasp” on 
where the criminal acts are oc-
curring, the visual aspect of the 
project helps when it comes “as-
signing officers, creating bicycle 
patrol and offering insight for a 
variety of personnel allocations.”  
“In this day of police trans-
parency, having statistics like this 
available to the public is also an 
important attribute of the initia-
tive,” Kurz said. 
Incidents from the last two 
months range from property crime 
to assault to breaking and entering. 
The map allows users to identify 
trends and patterns. Law enforce-
ment officials may utilize the map 
to best strategize with campus and 
town crime. 
The map also gives users the 
option to submit crime tips. 
Follow Hadley on Twitter 
@hbarndollar
MAP
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State Colin Powell. From 1989-
1993 he was special assistant to 
President George H.W. Bush and 
senior director for Near East and 
South Asian affairs on the staff of 
the National Security Council. In 
1991 he was awarded the Presi-
dential Citizens Medal for his con-
tributions to the development and 
articulation of U.S. policy during 
operations Desert Shield and Des-
ert Storm.” 
Haass did not graduate from 
the University of New Hamp-
shire, but the release stated that he 
graduated from Oberlin College in 
Ohio and went on to be a Rhodes 
Scholar, earning a master’s and 
a PhD in international relations 
from Oxford University. 
experience came from working at 
the New Hampshire Department 
of Transportation where he was 
the commissioner. 
“Initially the snowfall 
amounts were much more signifi-
cant, until a few days before when 
the predictions turned into a dust-
ing,” Clement said.
As many New Englanders 
can agree, the weather here is un-
predictable; this can make Clem-
ent’s job very difficult when it 
comes to cancelling or delaying 
school for the day.
“Leading up to the storm, 
we were watching it all weekend 
long, working with the school’s 
meteorologist, Dr. Eric Kelsey,” 
Clement said. “I was up at 3 a.m. 
on Monday assessing the snowfall 
in Durham.”
UNH pairs up with Kelsey, 
a research assistant professor and 
director of research from Plym-
outh State University, to help 
predict upcoming snow storms in 
order to decide whether to cur-
tail operations or not. Kelsey and 
Clement rely on six categories 
when determining a cancelation. 
The categories are timing, snow-
fall, intensity, wind, sky cover and 
temperature.
“We had the conference call 
at 4 a.m. and all major state routes 
leading to the university had mini-
mal to no snow accumulation, and 
[we] made the decision not to cur-
tail,” said Clement.
Clement remains apologetic 
about his decision claiming it was 
a mistake not to curtail.
“I’ve learned each [storm] is 
different,” Clement said. “[We] 
always want to err on the side of 
caution.”
Mistakes have been made, 
and Clement takes this one as a 
learning experience.
“When the next one comes 
you can use data to make [a] bet-
ter [informed] decision next time,” 
Clement said.
New England has always 
had very unpredictable winter 
weather, especially this past year 
as it has been very mild. Clement 
and Kelsey used many models to 
try and figure out how the storm 
would pan out.
“It’s my honor to work with 
so many professionals on campus, 
I take privilege and honor [in it] 
every day,” Clement said apolo-
getically when talking about the 
students and staff who were upset 
with the mis-call about the storm.
Clement, with the help of 
Kelsey, will remember this event 
when deciding to curtail opera-
tions next time a snowstorm oc-
curs.
“Safety is paramount,” Clem-
ent said. 
Follow Adam on Twitter 
@adamcook_16
SNOW
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riod.  Rouleau added that PCB is 
not as well known but will likely 
become a common problem with 
deconstructions of buildings built 
in the 60s.
Fortunately, the New Eng-
land weather has been tame during 
the early months of the build.
“It has been an awesome win-
ter for construction,” said Rouleau 
adding, “We would have half the 
foundations down if we had a win-
ter like last winter.”
“One thing the winter has 
done for us is let us be a lot more 
confident in that completion date,” 
said William Janelle, associate 
vice president of facilities and op-
erations.
The steel beams that students 
will see as they walk down library 
hill are manufactured by Canatal 
Inc. out of Quebec, Canada.
“What they’re seeing that 
they don’t even know they’re see-
ing is rather impressive technol-
ogy,” says Rouleau.
Rouleau explains that a struc-
tural model is made on a computer 
and uploaded into a machine that 
makes the steel beams. Most of 
the work that was done by hand 
20 years ago is now done by the 
computer.
“It takes longer to design a 
building than it does to build it,” 
said Rouleau.
Designed by DiMella Shaf-
fer, a design firm out of Boston, 
the new extension will feature two 
new wings. The southeast wing, 
closest to Holloway Commons, 
will house offices for the English, 
English as a second language, 
and philosophy departments. The 
wing closets to the Dimond Li-
brary will feature modern class-
rooms of various sizes from 25 
seat to 95 seat rooms.  
Two classrooms in the up-
dated Ham Smith building will 
be Technology Enabled Active 
Learning or T.E.A.L classrooms. 
These classrooms will feature a 
design made to encourage group 
work instead of the traditional lec-
ture hall. Round tables throughout 
the room will replace the lecture 
seating students are used to. There 
will be one 45 seat and one 95 seat 
T.E.A.L classroom.
All of the classrooms will be 
fitted with up-to-date electronics 
including projectors, computers 
and Wi-Fi.
Within the extension is a 
room called the forum, which will 
resemble the large main room of 
the Peter T. Paul College of Busi-
ness and Economics. In the forum 
students can study and relax be-
tween classes.
A new walking bridge will 
lead students from the Thomp-
son Hall parking lot through 
Ham Smith out into the Hood 
house parking lot. Outside of the 
building by the Hood house will 
be an outdoor seating area.
The original Ham Smith 
building will lose its first floor 
offices and instead have two 
large lecture halls, one on each 
wing of the building as you walk 
in. The lecture halls will feature 
restored murals from the Work 
Progress Administration, a pro-
gram instituted in the 1930s that 
put millions of men and women 
to work. The murals have been 
underutilized in Ham Smith but 
the new design for the lecture 
halls will showcase them above 
where the instructors will stand. 
An extensive restoration process 
will be undertaken due to water 
damage of the murals.
We are being rather general 
in our completion expectations,” 
said Rouleau .
The projected time of com-
pletion for the build is fall 2017.
TNHdigiTal.com




The Durham community 
seems to be well aware of the 
constant turnover of downtown 
real estate but Town & Campus, 
a local staple for 56 years, is real-
izing that a decline in business is 
due to online and chain retailers. 
Store Manager Richard 
“Stogie” Many, is not surprised. 
According to him, “It’s no secret 
that small retailers are facing tre-
mendous pressure.” He added, 
“As it becomes more and more 
convenient for any consumers, let 
alone students, to shop online, it 
puts pressure on local businesses. 
One of the consequences of that 
is that we’re less busy so we hire 
fewer students.”
Many explained further, 
“When I took over as manager 
in ’87, we had the two floors and 
we had about three full time-part 
timers, older people from the 
community, and 18 student part-
timers. Today I am the only full-
timer and I have about five part-
time student workers.”
The store has also had to 
cut down on the types and num-
ber of products offered. Many 
noted that, “We provide pretty 
much any product or service 
that students could want, except 
textbooks and we used to sell a 
lot more. We used to have a sec-
ond floor where we sold records, 
tapes, CDs, books, sheet music, 
and more. Twenty years ago stu-
dents used to come here at least 
once a week, even if they just 
bought a stick of gum. Now we 
sometimes don’t see students for 
months and it’s very difficult to 
deal with.”
It can be apparent that on-
line and chain retailers do have 
some advantages over small busi-
nesses. Many pointed out an issue 
the store faces today is the large 
number of different brands of-
fered online. 
“One of the big problems is 
selection,” he said. “I can’t of-
fer 1,300 different types of dish-
washer fluid.” 
Posters relating to local 
events and fundraisers cover the 
walls to the entrance of the store, 
though Many noted that the sup-
port is not always reciprocated. 
He said, “We try to make our 
boards accessible to local people. 
These groups keep coming in for 
donations but their support of us 
has waned.” He added, “If you 
buy from some source, they have 
an obligation to support the com-
munity. Zappos, Amazon, and 
Jet don’t. Since the students are 
buying from them and not us, we 
don’t have the resources to help 
them [and their causes or organi-
zations] as much as we used to.” 
The changing technology of 
the world and how communica-
tions are sent has also influenced 
the store. “We sell greeting cards, 
which used to be a third of our 
business. Students don’t send 
cards anymore, so now it’s just a 
sideline,” said Many.
Students are still the main 
target customers of the store, 
though not as many students 
frequent it anymore. Many said, 
“Foot traffic is key. If you want 
an interesting downtown, you’ve 
got to have a mix of businesses 
and you’ve got to support those 
businesses.”
If you’re in a rush or have an 
emergency and don’t have cash 
with you or don’t want to buy up 
to the $5 credit card minimum, 
not only is Cats Cache accepted, 
but the store also continues to use 
paper “I owe yous” (IOUs). Rich-
ard Many explained they’ve nev-
er had a problem with a student 
not returning to repay an IOU, so 
they still trust that system. 
“We try very hard to remain 
competitive. We’re not Walmart, 
we don’t have that buying power 
and we’re not Amazon, we don’t 
have that size, but we certainly 
can make up for it in other ways, 
such as customer service,” said 
Many.
Follow Gabrielle on Twitter 
@bookwormwillow
Durham’s Town & Campus feeling pressure from dominant online retailers
Peter diodati iii/Contributing
Town & Campus has been serving the UNH and surrounding 
community for over five decades.
By Zerina Bajramovic 
STAFF WRITER
Phi Sigma Sigma will be 
joining UNH’s Fraternity and So-
rority life in the fall of 2016.
According to Erin Courville, 
coordinator of Fraternity and So-
rority Life at UNH, students will 
be able to go through the formal 
recruitment process and meet Phi 
Sigma Sigma sisters from other 
campuses that will be helping the 
process to start a chapter at the 
university. Once the open house 
round of recruitment is finished, 
Phi Sigma Sigma will drop out 
and recruit separately. 
Courville explained that Phi 
Sigma Sigma’s national head-
quarters is working to secure 
housing for the organization at 
UNH. Housing would not be im-
mediate because recruitment has 
not yet taken place. 
Phi Sigma Sigma will re-
cruit out of the MUB for its first 
year. As of right now, Sigma Al-
pha and Delta Xi Phi are the only 
other two sororities on campus 
that are un-housed.
“This is great news for them 
coming to our campus, they will 
grow with us and can give the 
new colony tons of attention and 
resources which will help them be 
successful. It is a really long pro-
cess to bring a group on to cam-
pus,” Courville said. 
Courville has been working 
on bringing Phi Sigma Sigma to 
UNH for two years now.
“I believe this new group 
will be popular with women who 
are looking for a different experi-
ence. It is much different to be a 
group’s founder than to join an es-
tablished group,” Courville said.
Courville said that the excite-
ment for Phi Sigma Sigma com-
ing to UNH is high. She said that 
the group’s Facebook page, which 
was created Tuesday, already has 
260 “likes.” 
The sorority is set to recruit 
any undergraduate woman. Since 
the group is new to the UNH cam-
pus, it won’t be heavily directed 
at freshmen and sophomores like 
traditional recruitment, stated 
Courville. 
With the inclusion of Phi 
Sigma Sigma in the fall, UNH 
will have six National Panhellenic 
Conference (NPC) sororities out 
of the 26 groups total.
According to Courville, Phi 
Sigma Sigma is smaller in size 
nationally in comparison to the 
other sororities on campus.
Phi Sigma Sigma was found-
ed in 1913 in New York City. To-
day there are over 60,000 mem-
bers nationwide. 
According to Phi Sigma Sig-
ma’s website, the sorority’s mis-
sion is: “To inspire the personal 
development of each sister and 
perpetuate the advancement of 
womanhood.”
Its vision is: “To be a dy-
namic sisterhood of powerful 
women fostering uncompromis-
ing principles, igniting positive 
change and embracing individu-
ality.” 
The sorority’s list of core 
values includes  “lifelong learn-
ing, inclusiveness, and leader-
ship through service.” 
Courville noted that soror-
ity life on the UNH campus is 
“quite popular” and that it has 
grown within recent years. 
“Over the last two years we 
have had over 500 women come 
out for recruitment each fall and 
the chapters have now gotten so 
large that many of them can no 
longer meet in their houses or a 
normal room, they need auditori-
ums,” Courville said.
UNH to welcome a new sorority in the fall
Courtesy Photo
The new sorority, Phi Sigma Sigma, will be available for formal recruitment this coming fall. The 
sorority’s national headquarters is also looking to secure housing in Durham. 
MEREDITH — The New 
Hampshire attorney general’s of-
fice says an 87-year-old man with 
severe Alzheimer’s disease at-
tacked an 82-year-old woman at 
their nursing home, leading to her 
death.
Attorney General Joseph 
Foster says authorities responded 
to the Golden View Health Care 
Center on March 16.
Authorities learned that the 
nursing staff had intervened af-
ter the man was found assaulting 
the woman inside her room. The 
woman died later that day.
An autopsy showed Barbara 
Whittier’s cause of death was 
hypertensive and coronary heart 
disease, with a contributing cause 
of attempted strangulation. The 
manner of death was homicide.
The man had been a resident 
at Golden View since the fall. Af-
terward, he was taken to another 
medical facility.
Foster says the investigation 
into Whittier’s death is ongoing.
Man with Alzheimer’s attacks, kills 82-year-
old woman in nursing home last week 
NH Brief
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PORTLAND, Maine — 
Northern New England’s annual 
mucky ritual of mud season is 
underway and underfoot, staining 
carpets and ruining morning com-
mutes down sodden dirt roads, but 
it will likely be much shorter than 
last year.
Mud season descends on 
Maine, New Hampshire and Ver-
mont every spring, and as snow 
and frozen ground melt, play-
grounds turn to muck and pot-
holes crater through roads. Last 
year’s mud season got off to a late 
start because of heavy snow cover 
and hung around into mid-May in 
some parts of the region.
Typically, mud season starts 
late in March, but this year’s sea-
son has already been here for two 
weeks in much of the three states, 
and meteorologists say it will 
likely be brief.
The mild winter will result in 
less ground turning to mud, said 
Bob Marine, a meteorologist for 
the National Weather Service in 
Gray, Maine. Much of northern 
New England, which was still 
buried under snow at this time in 
2015, has only trace snow on the 
ground or none at all. Portland 
has seen a little less than 4 feet of 
snow this winter after getting wal-
loped by more than 7 1/2 feet by 
this time last year.
“Normally we’re doing snow 
surveys over southern areas right 
now to determine how much 
snow is still on the ground,” Ma-
rine said.
Hikers, joggers and all-
terrain vehicle riders who are af-
fected by trail closures typically 
bemoan mud season. In New 
Hampshire, most of the ATV trails 
around the state are currently 
closed. But the lack of a long mud 
season is perfectly ﬁ ne for those 
trying to draw tourism dollars.
The Mount Washington Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce in 
North Conway, New Hampshire, 
has stopped calling this time of 
the year “Mud Season” and is pro-
moting it under the “What’s Your 
Adventure?” moniker, with ideas 
on shopping, foodie destinations 
and “50 Shades of Green” spring 
foliage.
“We are starting a seven-year 
campaign to change this mindset 
and develop the shoulder season 
as the perfect time to visit for 
millennials, Gen Xers and active 
boomers without children, since 
school is still in session during 
this time,” said Janice Crawford, 
the chamber’s executive director.
In Vermont, the early spring 
weather is more than two weeks 
ahead of a normal spring, and the 
weather is enticing people into 
the woods so they can get in some 
hiking, but ofﬁ cials say it’s still 
too early.
“The hiking trails are thaw-
ing out fast, but that means they’re 
going from snow and ice to mud,” 
said Dave Hardy, the director 
of trail programs for the Green 
Mountain Club which oversees 
maintains almost 450 miles of 
hiking trails in Vermont. “At this 
point, it’s a good day is to walk 
around on sidewalks.”




CONCORD — The odds 
don’t look good for the latest ef-
fort to authorize a casino in New 
Hampshire, yet a quirky bill 
would give adults another way to 
gamble: children’s bingo games.
Under current law, hotels and 
campgrounds can host separate 
bingo games for adults and kids. 
Republican Rep. James Webb, of 
Derry, wants to allow adults to 
join the children’s games, with 
some restrictions.
Under a bill he presented to 
a state Senate committee Tues-
day, anyone over age 18 would 
be allowed to play if they are su-
pervising a child or children, but 
they would not be eligible to win 
prizes.
“It sounds worse than it is, 
but it’s really not,” said Webb, 
who was inspired by camping 
trips with his grandchildren. “I 
tried to write it as much as pos-
sible to make sure this is a chil-
dren’s game.”
“Sometimes you’ll see that 
adults will drop their kids off and 
leave. This will take care of that 
problem,” he said. “I’d like to stay 
there and enjoy them having fun 
and enjoying bingo.”
Brian Pinard, of Goffstown, 
said his children no longer are in-
terested in bingo, but he wanted to 
advocate for relatives with small 
children.
“It’s difﬁ cult to send a 6- or 
7-year-old into a building to play 
bingo alone, unsupervised,” he 
said.
The bill also would increase 
the maximum value of prizes from 
$2 to $5. After hearing from Webb 
and Pinard, the Ways and Means 
committee, without debate, voted 
to recommend that the full Senate 
pass the bill.
Meanwhile, a bill that would 
authorize a single casino in the 
state is stalled in the Senate. A 
similar bill that would have au-
thorized two casinos passed the 
Senate last year, but it failed in 
the House, which has never gone 
for the idea.
Bingo! NH bill would allow adults to join children’s games
By MARK KOBZIK
STAFF WRITER
Veterans have experienced a 
world wholly unknown to many 
of us, the world of war and the 
challenge of returning to civilian 
life afterwards. The darkness and 
the light that we all face, but that 
veterans have a unique view into, 
was captured when art, beauty, 
grief, pain and redemption culmi-
nated into a special ﬁ lm and panel 
discussion on Tuesday evening. 
At 7:15 p.m. on March 22, 
members of the local commu-
nity gathered in the Granite State 
Room for a showing of “Darkness 
and Light: A Human Conversation 
with Eleven Wounded Veterans.” 
The ﬁ lm showed interviews with 
11 veterans about their recovery 
from the wounds they sustained 
while in war and the after effects. 
Some had visible wounds such as 
lost arms or legs, while others suf-
fered from Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD), traumatic brain 
injury, suicidal thoughts or de-
pression. All had their own com-
pelling stories. 
The cast included a wide 
range of personalities. Austin 
Dorr, a highly decorated veteran 
of the Korean War, talked of his 
experience in his post-war life. 
Dorr remained mostly indepen-
dent for the decades following 
the war. He spoke of his connec-
tion to nature and the peace he 
ﬁ nds in being alone. Six years 
ago he built a boat by himself and 
to this day spends his time ﬁ sh-
ing. At the age of 86, Dorr has 
lived with his war wounds for a 
long time. 
Dorr said, “PTSD is a bad 
wound. When it comes to killing 
I’ve experienced enough of it... I 
went to the woods. Spent a lot of 
time there.”
A younger veteran, Evan 
Reichenthal, a 23 year old who 
served in Afghanistan until an 
improvised explosive device 
(IED) took one of his legs and 
left severe damage to his right 
arm and left leg. Evan woke up 
in Maryland to ﬁ nd himself no 
longer in combat and having to 
transition back into civilian life.
He said, “How your body 
deals with trauma messes with 
you. It’s like living in a shadow. 
You just can’t become the victim 
of it… I loved what I did. Now I 
need to love what I do now. I’ve 
done these things because they 
were challenges.”
Zechariah Anderson, a 
UNH student and veteran of Af-
ghanistan, suffers from no vis-
ible wounds, but the invisible 
wounds have led him to the edge 
of suicide. He talked on the panel 
after the ﬁ lm and discussed his 
personal experiences and what 
has rejuvenated him. Anderson 
was homeless and went through 
a divorce just a few years after 
returning from service. He spoke 
of his relationship with his dog 
Dexter, and Northeast Passage, 
a non-proﬁ t org that helps indi-
viduals with disabilities. 
He said, “It’s been a process. 
But it’s been a pretty great pro-
cess. Dexter does everything for 
me. It’s my dog that keeps me 
from committing suicide.” 
In 2012, after the deaths of 
her grandparents, Thi Linh Wer-
nau, the director of “Darkness 
and Light”, began a career in 
photography after years of be-
ing in the business world. Her 
photography series, “You. Are. 
Beautiful.” eventually inspired 
her to make a ﬁ lm. 
Wernau said, “When I 
started photography I wanted 
to honor veterans because the 
theme of my work is the human 
spirit and celebrating the beauty 
in all people. The main mission 
is to spread love and kindness. 
Our goal is to raise awareness of 
veterans and their ongoing needs. 
The battle continues beyond the 
battleﬁ eld.”
Veteran  lm ‘Darkness and Light’ shown to UNH community 
BREAKING NEWS!
TNH IS NOW HIRING
LOOKING FOR TALENTED INDIVIDUALS WHO 
LOVE TAKING PICTURES AND VIDEOS. 
PASSIONATE ABOUT MEDIA? 
LOOKING TO GET YOUR CONTENT PUBLISHED? NOW’S YOUR 
CHANCE TO GET YOUR CAREER STARTED
Contact Allison Bellucci at tnh.me@unh.edu
NH Briefs
KEENE — Federal agents 
seized roughly 50 pieces of com-
puter equipment over the week-
end from the home of a Keene 
man who co-hosts a nation-
ally syndicated libertarian radio 
show.
Ian Freeman, who hosts 
“Free Talk Live,” tells the Con-
cord Monitor he woke up around 
6:40 a.m. Sunday to FBI agents, 
state troopers and Keene ofﬁ cers 
pounding on the door of his du-
plex, which he shares with two 
roommates.
Freeman said a search war-
rant was presented that stated 
that someone “purportedly went 
to a child porn website the FBI 
was running” while using the 
residence’s connection. No one 
was arrested.
Freeman says several peo-
ple have access to his network 
and that he and his roommates 
are innocent.
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Donald Feith conﬁ rmed the FBI 
executed the warrant. He de-
clined to elaborate.
FBI seize over 50 pieces of computer equip-
ment over weekend from radio host’s home
Got a complaint? Have an opinion?
We want to hear from you.
CONTACT SAM RABUCK
TNH.EDITOR@UNH.EDU
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Students who walked 
through the MUB’s Union Court 
on Wednesday were treated to a 
bit of free food as a part of What’s 
On Wednesday’s “Mini Food 
Show.”
Several food and beverage 
vendors were posted up at the ta-
bles near the Union Court, giving 
away free samples of their prod-
ucts for students to try. According 
to the event’s page on Wildcat-
Link, UNH puts on a Mini Food 
Show every spring and UNH 
Assistant Retail Manager Dahlia 
Nardone, the show is a chance 
for UNH students to familiarize 
themselves with the numerous 
vendors whose food is used in 
UNH dining.
“Our vendors ask us when is 
a good day to come out,” Nardone 
said. “It’s like a vendor show-
case.”
One of the featured products 
that students could try was a vari-
ety of salsa options from Mitch-
ell’s Fresh. Mitchell’s is a local 
vendor based in Manchester and 
is owned and operated by Co-
rey Mitchell, a fourth-generation 
Concord native, according to the 
company’s Facebook page.
UNH uses products like 
Mitchell’s in many of its retail op-
erations, including Serrano’s and 
Wildcatessan, and also featured 
products that are similarly used 
from Grandy Oats, a granola com-
pany located in Maine.
These local products—which 
boast fresh and natural ingredi-
ents—are precisely why UNH 
hosts the Mini Food Shows, ac-
cording to Nardone.
“A lot of folks just want, as 
salesmen, they want to get their 
voice out to explain their prod-
uct,” she said. “So you know, 
Mitchell’s comes right out of 
Manchester…so having folks out 
here really explaining the mes-
sage on local, organic and where 
do we get our product. What are 
you eating?”
In addition to salsa, chips 
and granola, students could sam-
ple some of the smoothie flavors 
served by the Union Court’s 
Freshens, along with Pete’s Cof-
fee, which is served in Albert’s 
of Kingsbury. There were also a 
few larger vendors, such as Coca-
Cola, which was giving away Dr. 
Pepper and Canada Dry products, 
and a Nescafé coffee machine.
Nardone said that she would 
ideally like to have more events 
for students to get familiar with 
vendors and with UNH’s retail 
dining options, which includes 
Albert’s, Cornerstone in the Paul 
School, the Dairy Bar by the 
Whittemore Center, Philbrook 
Cafe, Union Court, Wildcatessen 
and Zeke’s Cafe in Dimond Li-
brary.
“I would like to do these 
very often, but this was the only 
opportunity that I got,” Nardone 
said of Wednesday’s event, which 
also included a “Pita-Palooza” at 
Philbrook Cafe’s Pita Pit, located 
inside the Philbrook Dining Hall.
In total, Nardone estimat-
ed there would be about 2,000 
“touches,” in marketing terms, at 
the Union Court Mini Food Show.
“We’ll at least have, I’m hop-
ing, 4,000 eyeballs on our prod-
uct,” she said with a laugh. “Just 
getting aware of it. Even though 
they may not take a sample, 
they’ll know, here it is.”
For students who missed 
out on the free food, there’s good 
news: UNH has even more ideas 
to get students familiar with ven-
dor products, including a Pita Pit 
trailer that will be ready in time 
for the opening of Wildcat Sta-
dium in the fall.
Be sure to check out the 
MUB, UNH Dining and Wild-
catLink for more information on 
events such as What’s on Wednes-
day.
Vendors set up shop in Union Court for ‘Mini Food Show’
By KYle Kittredge
StAFF WritEr
The dread and frustration 
of waiting in line at the Granite 
Square Station (GSS) Mailroom 
is all too real, especially at the be-
ginning of the year, with students 
not receiving messages regarding 
packages, getting large orders and 
mailroom employees just being 
overwhelmed. 
That ordeal will soon be over. 
The mailbox and filing sys-
tem at the GSS are going to be 
renovated and updated over the 
upcoming summer, starting at the 
end of May. 
Babcock Hall’s mailboxes 
will be moved to the GSS, but the 
Woodside Apartments and Gables 
will be switching over to a new 
software system instead, and thus 
will still require mailbox keys.
The GSS was designed to 
be a mail-processing center that 
handled small amounts of pack-
ages. In recent years, however, the 
mailroom has become a package-
processing center that handles 
small amounts of mail. Both the 
physical layout and information 
technology platform of the GSS 
need to be updated to accommo-
date the shift. 
“First class mail, if we could 
average it out on a day,” Theresa 
Faist, manager of the GSS Mail-
room and Shipping Store said, 
“We’d get less than 100 pieces 
a day for the 11,000 mailboxes 
we’re holding there.” 
Instead of having mailboxes 
and using mail keys to get letters 
and slips, students will only have 
to go up to the desk, present their 
ID, and ask for their mail. 
Faist said, “We can’t process 
[the packages] efficiently without 
small space. With the mailboxes 
it’s safe to say thousands of stu-
dents aren’t looking at them and 
some people never pick up their 
mail but they have a mailbox sit-
ting there and it’s prime real estate 
where we could be putting pack-
ages.”
With the new system, stu-
dents that have a mailbox at the 
GSS will still have the same mail-
box number, but instead of having 
a mailbox will just have a file fold-
er in the new high-density folder 
system. 
Students will also receive an 
email when they have first class 
mail, the same way they get an 
email about a package right now. 
“We think it will be hugely 
beneficial,” Fiast added, “We 
think it will be less wait time es-
pecially during the beginning of 
the year.”  
The beginning of the year is 
the busiest time for the mailroom.
Right now, the mailroom re-
ceives around 100,000 packages a 
year, and close to 2,000 packages 
in the first two weeks of the fall 
semester, mostly due to textbooks 
and furniture. 
The workers in the mailroom 
will also have to adjust to the sys-
tem.
“The challenging part will be 
learning it,” Bryan Langhill, histo-
ry major and mailroom employee 
said, “because we’re all going to 
be starting brand new, there’s a 
learning curve for the staff as well 
as students because it’s a lot differ-
ent from what we’re used to deal-
ing with now.” 
Kristin Mikulski, a recent 
masters graduate, who has worked 
at the mailroom for close to five 
years, is “excited to have more 
space to work compared to what it 
is like now.”
“We used to get everything 
done in a day and be good to go 
but now it’s just so much stuff, 
it’s so many packages,” Mikulski 
said, “and I think this new system 
will definitely help with the in-
crease.” 
The ID Office will be moved 
to the current location of the Ship-
ping Store, across from the mail-
boxes.
Rick MacDonald, the direc-
tor of business affairs, said, “It just 
makes sense since student ssspend 
more time in the MUB.”
Follow Kyle on Twitter 
@kkittredge42
You’ve got mail: GSS renovations coming end of May
Kyle Kittredge/StAFF
Granite Square Station is getting an upgrade. The renovations 




CONCORD — The New 
Hampshire House passed a bill 
Wednesday to remove the crimi-
nal penalty for possessing a sy-
ringe with “unusable” amounts of 
illegal drugs and to allow organi-
zations other than pharmacies to 
take back dirty needles.
Advocates for the proposal, 
which passed 272-86, said it will 
help prevent outbreaks of hepatitis 
C or other illnesses transferrable 
through needles. But opponents 
said the bill won’t be effective be-
cause it doesn’t set guidelines to 
actually create needle exchange 
programs statewide. Lawmakers 
are focusing on a needle exchange 
program as New Hampshire faces 
a heroin and opioid crisis, with 
more than 400 people dying from 
drug overdoses last year.
“If we provide more access 
to clean syringes, we can improve 
public safety,” said Rep. Joe Han-
non, a Republican from Lee and 
the bill’s prime sponsor.
The plan now moves to the 
state Senate.
Under existing law, only 
pharmacies can dispense hypo-
dermic needles and syringes, and 
it is illegal for someone to pos-
sess a needle that contains resid-
ual amounts of drugs. Some law-
makers are skeptical of language 
in the bill, specifically regarding 
what constitutes a residual or 
unusable amount of a drug such 
as fentanyl, which is responsible 
for many of the state’s overdose 
deaths.
“A single grain of fentanyl 
is sufficient to kill a person; how 
do you tell how much fentanyl 
is in a needle?” said Republican 
Rep. John Tholl, chairman of the 
House Criminal Justice and Pub-
lic Safety Committee.
Tholl said the bill will cre-
ate false hope for people that 
needle exchange programs will 
be available statewide. He said 
it’s likely only that nonprofits or 
other groups in cities would set 
up take-back programs.
“I would prefer to see us do 
something that creates a needle 
exchange program or allows the 
state to set guidelines,” he said.
The NH House backs bill removing 
penalties for having dirty needles
WHEN DONE READING, PLEASE 
RECYCLE ME! The New hampshire




Many New England farm-
ers are unable to produce enough 
spinach to keep up with the de-
mand during the winter months, 
however extensive research at 
UNH has discovered alternative 
methods to meet the high demand. 
Becky Sideman, researcher 
with the New Hampshire Agricul-
tural Experiment Station and ex-
tension professor and specialist of 
sustainable horticulture produc-
tion, Kaitlyn Orde, a UNH gradu-
ate student in agricultural scienc-
es and Connor Eaton, a graduate 
student in plant biology, are going 
on their third year of researching 
everything farmers need to know 
about growing spinach in the cold 
winter months. 
Spinach, being one of the 
more cold-tolerant crops, is rela-
tively easy to grow.  While there 
are similar vegetables that can 
bare cool temperatures such as 
broccoli, lettuce, or kale, once 
harvested that crop may be able 
to survive the cold temperature by 
going dormant, but will not grow 
until temperatures start to warm 
again.
“Spinach is one of the only 
crops that will actively regrow af-
ter you cut it during below-freez-
ing temperatures,” Eaton said.     
Using an unheated high-
tunnel environment, the scientists 
have planted eight varying spin-
ach types in the New Hampshire 
Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion’s Woodman Horticultural Re-
search Farm across six planting 
dates.  The tunnel differs from a 
greenhouse in that it is not heated, 
which farmers often leave vacant 
during the winter.  The scientists 
describe that on a general day, the 
tunnel is about 10 degrees warmer 
than the surrounding outdoor tem-
peratures.  The team also uses row 
covers, insulated fabric, to further 
protect the crop from cold tem-
peratures.   
Growing organic spinach, 
the researchers collect data on 
yield, sugar content, ease of har-
vest, and average leaf size mea-
surement of the produce.  Dur-
ing last year’s research, Eaton 
discovered a direct correlation 
between increased sugar levels 
in the spinach during times of de-
creased temperatures, which in-
creases consumer eating quality. 
Come April, the scientists plan to 
harvest the crop and compare the 
collected data to what was gath-
ered the past two years.
“There is very little pub-
lished research on spinach pro-
duction over the winter in the 
Northeast, so that’s why we’re 
doing this,” said Orde.  “We’ve 
never been able to provide [farm-
ers] with specific recommenda-
tions on planting date and va-
riety, and most growers can’t 
assume that risk of losing a crop 
when they really need to make a 
profit on it.”
Thus far, the scientists have 
found that there are specific dates 
correlated with much higher 
yields of spinach.  According to 
Sideman, planting spinach in the 
early fall season leads to a much 
longer harvest period, which will 
significantly raise future farmers’ 
production rates.    
“It’s amazing that you can 
plant one tiny little plant at the 
end of September and it has been 
producing four or five leaves ev-
ery two or three weeks for six 
months now,” said Orde.
Before their research, the 
scientists described many risks 
and unknowns associated with 
growing winter spinach.  Once 
their research is completed, 
the team will be able to present 
growers with a detailed guide 
on how to grow winter spinach 
in the easiest, most successful 
way possible.  With this, their 
research is thought to benefit the 
industry on countless levels.
“It would be helping to sup-
porting local business, the econo-
my and helping keep agriculture 
going in the state,” said Orde.
UNH researchers help farmers meet high 
demand of spinach during cold winter months
     Spinach is one of 
the only crops that 
will actively regrow 




Graduate student in plant 
biology
“
By MiChelle r. sMiTh
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PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Af-
ter years of complaints that they 
weren’t taking sexual assault 
reports seriously, colleges are 
finally doing so — and finding 
themselves slammed with law-
suits from men who say they were 
unfairly suspended or otherwise 
punished.
The schools are feeling 
caught in the middle.
“We’re trying to walk the 
razor’s edge between being more 
attentive to the issue but still be-
ing fair to all our students,” said 
Dana Scaduto, general counsel 
at Dickinson College in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, who has testified 
before Congress on the issue.
At least 75 men have sued 
their schools since 2013, com-
plaining largely of reverse dis-
crimination and unfair disciplin-
ary proceedings. Most were never 
charged with a crime because the 
accuser didn’t go to police or 
authorities decided there wasn’t 
enough evidence.
This month, former Yale 
University basketball player Jack 
Montague said he planned to 
sue after he was expelled over a 
sexual assault allegation, and two 
University of Oregon basketball 
players suspended over 2014 rape 
accusations sued for $10 million 
each after prosecutors declined to 
bring charges.
A federal judge in Rhode 
Island last month allowed a case 
to move forward by a Brown 
University student suspended for 
2 1/2 years over a sexual assault 
accusation.
The get-tough approach by 
colleges is attributed largely to 
a 2011 letter from the U.S. De-
partment of Education’s Office 
for Civil Rights. The letter told 
schools they must promptly in-
vestigate allegations of sexual 
assault and harassment, even if 
the accuser does not make a com-
plaint to the institution.
It instructed schools to rely 
on the preponderance-of-evi-
dence standard used in civil cases, 
instead of the beyond-a-reason-
able-doubt standard employed in 
criminal trials. That means a stu-
dent can be disciplined if the col-
lege finds it more likely than not 
that an assault occurred.
Schools that do not comply 
can face an investigation and a 
cutoff of federal money. As of 
mid-March, the Office for Civil 
Rights was conducting 219 such 
investigations at 173 schools.
Known as the “Dear Col-
league Letter,” it has been hailed 
by advocates who say many 
schools are now moving in the 
right direction to address campus 
sexual assaults.
“For a very long time, there 
was no due process for victims. 
Victims were told to withdraw 
from school. Victims were told to 
take the semester off,” said Colby 
Bruno of the nonprofit Victim 
Rights Law Center. Now, “yes, 
there are more decisions against 
perpetrators. Yes, perpetrators are 
being held accountable. And that 
is going to bother people.”
Advocates for the accused 
say that school disciplinary panels 
are unequipped to handle such se-
rious allegations and that colleges 
have gone so far to accommodate 
alleged victims that they are tram-
pling on the rights of the accused.
Under the federal guidance, 
when a school learns of allega-
tions of sexual assault or harass-
ment, it must take immediate 
steps to ensure the victim’s learn-
ing environment is free of hostil-
ity.
The accused can be removed 
from a class, dorm or campus 
even before a disciplinary hearing 
is held so that the accuser does 
not have to cross paths with her 
alleged attacker. Disciplinary pro-
ceedings can take months, mean-
ing the accused can miss a year of 
school before the case is decided.
Advocates for both accusers 
and the accused say college disci-
plinary processes are often vague 
and applied inconsistently. Some 
schools have a single investigator; 
others have a panel with faculty 
members. Some include students. 
Some allow lawyers, others don’t.
Some critics have said that 
universities should not be han-
dling such cases at all and that sex 
crimes should instead be reported 
to police.
But victims’ advocates and 
many schools oppose that, saying 
it would discourage women from 
coming forward. Also, police 
investigations can take months, 
and prosecutions longer, meaning 
some cases might not be resolved 
before graduation.
Andrew Miltenberg, who 
represents the Brown student and 
close to 100 other male students 
accused of campus sexual as-
saults, said schools have become 
“hyper-aggressive” since the Dear 
Colleague Letter.
A common thread in his cas-
es, Miltenberg said, is that they 
had some element of a consensual 
encounter, in which the two were 
dating or knew each other. Alco-
hol is often involved, sometimes 
a year or more has elapsed, and 
there are rarely witnesses.
“Part of the problem is 
they’re redefining what consent 
means,” he said. “Now all of that 
adds up to more cases, more al-
legations and more hearings, and 
this is where the schools are in a 
tough spot and can and should be 
doing better.”
Such accusations can brand a 
student for life or put his educa-
tion on hold for years, Miltenberg 
said.
“I even have Ivy league stu-
dents who’ve been suspended 
who can’t get into a local commu-
nity college during their suspen-
sion,” he said.
Miltenberg represents Paul 
Nungesser, who sued Columbia 
University, saying it violated his 
rights when it allowed fellow stu-
dent Emma Sulkowicz to obtain 
class credit for her “Mattress Proj-
ect,” in which she carried around 
the mattress on which she said he 
raped her. Nungesser denied the 
accusation and was found not re-
sponsible by the school disciplin-
ary process.
Nungesser said in his lawsuit 
that he was branded a “serial rap-
ist” and forced to return to his na-
tive Germany because he couldn’t 
get a job in the U.S. A judge this 
month dismissed the lawsuit but 
said Nungesser may refile some 
claims.
Sulkowicz went to police 
with her allegation against Nun-
gesser, but they did not bring 
charges. She has said the campus 
disciplinary process was badly 
mishandled.
In a 2014 essay in Time mag-
azine titled “My Rapist Is Still 
on Campus,” she wrote of crying 
and hyperventilating when she 
learned he had asked permission 
to work in the darkroom during a 
photography class she was taking.
“As long as he’s on campus 
with me, he can continue to harass 
me,” she wrote.
Scaduto, of Dickinson Col-
lege, questioned whether colleges 
are equipped to handle such mat-
ters.
“I don’t want to step away 
from the issues,” she said, “but I 
don’t know that we have the train-
ing the skill the resources to do it 
in-house anymore.”




PORTLAND, Maine — En-
vironmentalists and commercial 
fishermen both say they are fear-
ful of proposed changes to the 
federal rules that govern New 
England’s beleaguered cod fish-
ing industry.
The rules govern an industry 
that has fed New England for cen-
turies and is now in steep decline. 
Most codfish sold to consumers in 
the region now come from foreign 
countries such as Norway, Iceland 
and Russia.
Cod is closely associated 
with fish and chips.
Regulators who typically 
split New England’s cod into two 
stocks want to slightly raise the 
Gulf of Maine quota but more 
dramatically cut the Georges 
Bank quota for the coming fishing 
year. The catch limit would rise 
30 percent, to 500 metric tons, in 
the Gulf and fall nearly two thirds, 
to 762 metric tons, on Georges.
The quota cut on Georges 
Bank also would make it dif-
ficult for fishermen to pursue 
other, higher-quota species such 
as haddock and pollock, said Ben 
Martens, executive director of the 
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Asso-
ciation. Fishermen also must stop 
fishing for other species when the 
cod quota is met.
“These cuts are actually set-
ting us up for an even more dif-
ficult year,” he said.
The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration says 
New England’s cod population is 
in poor condition and subject to 
overfishing. Scientists also have 
said the fish is vulnerable to cli-
mate change. U.S. fishermen’s an-
nual catches of Atlantic cod were 
over 100 million pounds in the 
early 1980s and are now close to 
5 million.
NOAA’s proposal also in-
cludes a reduction in the number 
of fishing trips that would be ac-
companied by “at-sea monitors,” 
who are workers hired to gather 
data for future quotas. The pro-
posal states that coverage would 
fall from 24 percent to 14 percent 
in the coming fishing year.
The proposal comes as a shift 
in the cost of monitors from the 
government to the industry has 
touched off a rancorous debate 
between fishermen, regulators, 
politicians and environmental-
ists. Environmental group Oceana 
criticized NOAA for proposing to 
reduce monitoring in a fishery the 
group said needs better data col-
lection to rebuild.
“The New England ground-
fish fishery is on the brink of col-
lapse,” said Gib Brogan, Oceana’s 
fisheries campaign manager. “In-
stead of recognizing this looming 
disaster and helping fishermen 
move toward a more sustainable 
future, this proposed rule would 
instead weaken the chances of 
recovery for this historic fishery.”
The new rules could apply by 
May 1. They are subject to a pub-
lic comment period and need final 
approval from the federal Depart-
ment of Commerce.
Environmentalists, fishermen 
question new cod fishing rules




NEW YORK — A prosecu-
tor said Wednesday he has rec-
ommended that the New York 
police officer who shot and 
killed an unarmed man in a dark-
ened public housing stairwell 
serve no time behind bars.
Brooklyn District Attorney 
Kenneth Thompson said justice 
will be served if the now-former 
officer serves probation.
“Because his incarceration 
is not necessary to protect the 
public, and due to the unique cir-
cumstances of this case, a pris-
on sentence is not warranted,” 
Thompson said in a news release 
announcing his recommenda-
tion.
The 28-year-old Peter Liang 
was convicted of a manslaughter 
charge in February after the 2014 
shooting death of Akai Gurley. 
The rookie officer was dismissed 
following the verdict.
Thompson said Wednesday 
he has recommended a judge 
sentence Liang to serve five 
years’ probation, along with six 
months of home confinement 
and 500 hours of community 
service. Though the charge car-
ries no requirement for prison 
time, Liang faced up to 15 years 
in prison.
Liang had been patrolling at 
the public housing high-rise with 
his gun drawn when he said a 
sudden sound jarred him and he 
fired. The bullet ricocheted off a 
wall and hit the 28-year-old Gur-
ley on a lower floor.
Prosecutors argued Liang’s 
actions were reckless and he 
shouldn’t have had his gun out. 
Liang’s attorney had argued that 
Gurley’s death was tragic, but 
was not a crime.
Defense attorney Rae 
Downes Koshetz did not im-
mediately respond to a message 
seeking comment Wednesday.
Thompson said there was 
no evidence that Liang had any 
intention to hurt or kill Gurley 
and that his character must also 
be considered.
“Mr. Liang has no prior 
criminal history and poses no fu-
ture threat to public safety,” he 
said.
Scott Rynecki, an attorney 
representing Gurley’s family, 
said he was pleased the district 
attorney had obtained a con-
viction in the case and that the 
conviction helped to hold police 
officers accountable for their ac-
tions. He said Gurley’s family 
would “continue to have faith in 
our system of justice.”
Liang is the first New York 
City police officer convicted in 
an on-duty death since 2005.
Civil rights activists said 
they would implore state Su-
preme Court Justice Danny 
Chun to ignore Thompson’s rec-
ommendation and sentence Li-
ang to time in prison.
Loyda Colon, the co-di-
rector of civil rights group the 
Justice Committee, said Thomp-
son’s recommendation would be 
an injustice to Gurley’s family.
“These are criminal actions, 
for which Liang should be held 
accountable,” she said. “We call 
on Judge Chun not to replicate 
DA Thompson’s failure and in-
stead hand down a sentence fit-
ting with Liang’s crime that in-
cludes prison time.”
While Chun does not need 
to follow Thompson’s proposal 
at Liang’s sentencing proceed-
ing next month, sentencing rec-
ommendations from prosecutors 
typically hold significant weight 
in most criminal cases.
The shooting happened in a 
year of debate nationwide about 
police killings of black men. Ac-
tivists have looked to Liang’s tri-
al as a counterweight to cases in 
which grand juries have declined 
to indict officers, including the 
cases of Michael Brown in Mis-
souri and Eric Garner in New 
York. Like Gurley, Brown and 
Garner were black and unarmed. 
Liang is Chinese-American.
More than 10,000 of Li-
ang’s supporters railed in New 
York and across the U.S. after 
the verdict, protesting his con-
viction.
Prosecutor: No prison for NY officer in shooting
By HALLIE GOLDEN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
SALT LAKE CITY — Bob 
Ebeling spent three decades 
filled with guilt over not stopping 
the explosion of the space shuttle 
Challenger, but found relief in 
the weeks before his death.
Ebeling’s daughter Leslie 
Serna told The Associated Press 
that her father died Monday at 
the age of 89 in Brigham City, 
Utah.
She said he was finally able 
to forgive himself thanks to the 
hundreds of supportive phone 
calls and letters he received fol-
lowing a January NPR story 
about the 30th anniversary of 
the Challenger disaster. She said 
they tried to ease Ebeling’s guilt, 
and he was soon able to let go.
“It was like the world gave 
him permission, they said, ‘OK, 
you did everything you could 
possibly do, you’re a good per-
son,’” Serna said.
Ebeling was a booster rock-
et engineer at NASA contractor 
Morton Thiokol in 1986. He and 
a handful of his colleagues wor-
ried that the cold temperatures 
the night before the Challenger 
was set to launch would harm 
the rubber O-ring seals and allow 
burning rocket fuel to leak out of 
booster joints, NPR reported.
Ebeling warned his boss the 
morning before the launch of the 
dangers that could face the Chal-
lenger if it was sent into space 
that day. He collected data that 
illustrated the risks and spent 
hours arguing to postpone send-
ing it and its seven astronauts 
into space.
Serna said she also worked 
for NASA at the time and would 
carpool to work with him. The 
morning of the launch, Ebeling 
picked her up and beat his hand 
on the dashboard, angry he had 
not convinced NASA to postpone 
the launch.
Serna said his guilt reached 
such intense levels that he told 
her the only way he could have 
gotten them to postpone the flight 
was if he had brought a gun to 
work and held them hostage.
She and her father watched 
live video of the Challenger 
clearing the launch pad on Janu-
ary 28. She said Ebeling leaned 
over to her and said, “It’s not 
over.” About 20 seconds later the 
shuttle exploded.
“My dad just started shaking 
and weeping,” she said.
After about two decades 
working for NASA, Ebeling re-
tired a few months after the di-
saster.
He soon shifted his focus to 
conservation work. Serna said he 
and his wife devoted hundreds of 
hours to rebuilding a bird refuge 
located near him.
“It was his way of trying to 
make things right,” she said.
A few years later he was 
awarded a prestigious award 
by then President George H.W. 
Bush for his conservation work.
Serna described her father as 





CLEVELAND — A 
12-year-old boy who was shak-
en as a baby and remained in a 
vegetative state for the rest of 
his life has died, authorities said 
Wednesday.
Aiden Stein died Sunday at 
a Columbus hospital. The case 
drew national attention when his 
parents waged a successful legal 
fight to prevent a court-appoint-
ed guardian from having him re-
moved from life support. Three 
doctors had testified that Aiden 
would never recover.
The Ohio Supreme Court 
eventually ruled that a probate 
court lacked the authority to al-
low a guardian to stop the care 
keeping Aiden alive when his 
parents hadn’t permanently lost 
their parenting rights.
Four-month-old Aiden was 
rushed to a Mansfield hospital 
in March 2004 after his father, 
21-year-old Matthew Stein, re-
ported the baby had lost con-
sciousness. Stein was later con-
victed of felonious assault and 
child endangerment and spent 
eight years in prison despite his 
assertions that he never injured 
his son.
Subsequent motions for a 
new trial, including one from 
2013, were denied by appellate 
courts.
Richland County Prosecu-
tor Bambi Couch Page told The 
Associated Press on Wednesday 
that it was “unlikely” she’d pur-
sue further charges against Stein.
“I would have to look at 
the reason (Aiden) died,” Couch 
Page said. “But there would 
probably be a stretch in jurors’ 
minds that he died as the result 
of what the dad did.”
It’s unclear if a cause of 
death has been determined. 
Messages left with the Franklin 
County coroner weren’t immedi-
ately returned Wednesday.
Aiden’s mother, Arica 
Heimlich, joined her fiance in 
fighting Aiden’s removal from 
life support and told authorities 
she didn’t believe Stein injured 
their son. A doctor at a children’s 
hospital in Akron diagnosed 
Aiden with a traumatic brain in-
jury that he said was consistent 
with child abuse.
The Akron hospital’s ethics 
committee recommended that a 
guardian be appointed to over-
see his care because of suspi-
cions about Stein and Heimlich’s 
support for him. The panel also 
recommended that Aiden be re-
moved from life support.
Three doctors testified at a 
Summit County Probate Court 
hearing in April 2004 that Aiden 
was in a permanent vegetative 
state and that his injuries were 
consistent with being shaken. A 
doctor representing Aiden’s par-
ents said it would be inappropri-
ate to withdraw that care.
The judge hearing the case 
appointed a guardian and gave her 
authority to stop life-sustaining 
medical treatment. An appellate 
court upheld that ruling, which the 
Ohio Supreme Court overturned 
in December 2004.
Neither Stein nor Heim-
lich have publicly listed tele-
phone numbers. They couldn’t be 
reached for comment Wednesday.
This story has been correct-
ed to show that the guardian was 
appointed by a probate judge, 
not a hospital.
Man who predicted space shuttle Challenger disaster dies
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In honor of the 400th anni-
versary of Shakespeare’s death 
and in celebration of his life’s 
work, the Currier Museum of Art 
in Manchester is hosting events 
around the display of Shake-
speare’s “First Folio,” published 
in 1623. 
UNH and St. Anselm Col-
lege are both holding events in re-
lation to the First Folio’s display 
in New Hampshire, as are a few 
other surrounding town libraries. 
These are intended to educate 
people of various ages about the 
works of Shakespeare and to com-
memorate his life in creative, fun 
ways. UNH has lovingly entitled 
this series of events “Shakespeare 
at the Quad.” 
Events include lectures, ﬁ lm 
showings, musical performances, 
recitations, exhibits, art activities 
for families, play performances 
for families, panel and profes-
sor discussions, readings, trivia, 
adult coloring projects, open mic 
nights, contests, social-media 
friendly photo taking opportuni-
ties, cooking, writing and hand-
writing, rafﬂ es and book sales, 
acting and teaching workshops, 
and an annual tradition of cel-
ebrating Shakespeare’s Birthday 
at St. Anselms College. All of the 
events are free and open to the 
public, though some of the mu-
seum’s exhibits presented near or 
with the First Folio are not. 
Gary Bouchard, professor at 
St. Anselms College, said in re-
gards of the celebration of Shake-
speare’s birthday, “I brought the 
sonnet reading marathon with 
me from Loyola University in 
Chicago where I went to gradu-
ate school.  Sadly, I don’t think it 
still happens there.  I commenced 
it here in 1988 and many magical 
things have happened since. Al-
ways outdoors if weather permits. 
Many alums return for the occa-
sion, some bring classes of stu-
dents they are teaching presently 
in middle school, high school or 
grade school.  The youngest read-
er is often 6 or 7, the oldest well 
into his or her 80s.  Some really 
practiced readers, some singers, 
some always who are daring it for 
the ﬁ rst time.  All readers get a 
special sonnet reader button with 
the date.”
Yvonne Loomis said she 
represents Manchester City Li-
brary “in the ad hoc group of 
librarians unofﬁ cially named 
“Shakespeare Cometh” that is a 
part of the Greater Manchester 
Integrated Library Cooperative 
System (GMILCS) library con-
sortium here in southern New 
Hampshire. It was at one of these 
meetings during the open discus-
sion that a librarian mentioned the 
First Folio exhibit and how it was 
coming to New Hampshire! Not 
Massachusetts or Maine or Ver-
mont, but to the Currier in New 
Hampshire!  Very exciting for us 
literary creatures and the Currier 
Museum is well within the driv-
ing range of our GMILCs library 
patrons. We felt that we had to do 
something special to mark this lit-
erary event.” 
Rusyln Vear of Amherst 
Town Library said, “We love to 
coordinate with area events of 
importance to enhance and enrich 
the experience for our commu-
nity.”
Having the First Folio in a 
New Hampshire museum at all, 
according to the Currier Mu-
seum of Art website, “was made 
possible with support from New 
Hampshire Humanities, in part-
nership with the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.” These 
events began in February and run 
through mid to late April. 
Meghan Petersen, of the 
Currier Museum of Art, said of 
the First Folio exhibit, “Because 
of the short time frame of the 
exhibit, the folio will be opened 
only to the one page [Hamlet’s 
soliloquy] for the duration of the 
installation.” 
According to Susan Brown 
of the Derry Public Library, “This 
particular exhibit is important be-
cause it’s the only NH location.”
“Like many libraries in the 
area, we offer passes [to the Cur-
COURTESY PHOTO
Do you like going cool places and seeing interesting things?
Are you an artsy fartsy fool?
Man, do we have a job for you!
This is me, being super cool 
working my awesome job. Trust 
me, you want to be me. 
Do you want to draw silly pictures of yourself and put them in 
the newspaper?
The Arts is always looking for writ-
ers who are passionate about cover-
ing arts, music and more (aka, the 
fun stuff) as well as creative indi-
viduals who are interested in com-
peting to become
 TNH sʻ Next Top Arts Editor.
Come to our contributorsʻ meetings, 
Mondays at 8 p.m. in MUB 132, and 
maybe one day you too can get paid 
to put silly doodles in the newspaper.




 The UNH English Department is accepting submissions 
for the seven writing awards and scholarships until 3 p.m. Thursday, 
March 31 in room 113 of Conant Hall.
Any student who is enrolled as full-time at UNH can apply for 
the seven awards offered. The awards program is run by Profes-
sor Thomas Payne and in previous years was run by Professor Ja-
net Schoﬁ eld. 
Schoﬁ eld estimates that there are 30 applicants of each genre 
(ﬁ ction, poetry, and nonﬁ ction) for undergraduate students and 15 in 
each genre for graduate students.
“Not surprisingly, many, but certainly not all who do are English 
majors,” said Schoﬁ eld. “Engineering, history, classics majors have 
been in the mix every year.”
 The head of the journalism department, Lisa Miller, estimates 
that there are between three and eight applicants for the two journal-
ism awards offered.
Most of the awards were established in honor of former students 
or professors of the university.
Interested in applying for a UNH writing award or 
scholarship? Check out the categories and re-
quirements right here in TNH.
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In memory of former 
UNH professor and Na-
tional Book Award win-
ning novelist, Thomas 
Williams. The Thomas 
Williams Memorial 
Fund was established 
with gifts from private 
donors. This Award 





This prize was established 
by a variety of sources, 
including the NH Press 
Women, in memory of 
Ann Marie LeClair and 
the Charles Simic MacAr-
thur fund, and rewards 
outstanding work in 
narrative nonfiction by a 
graduate student. Sub-
missions may include 
research-based narra-
tives, personal essays, or 
memoirs of no more than 
5,000 words.
Richard M. Ford Writing 
Award
This Fund was established by Mr. and 
Mrs. William J. Ford in memory of their 
son Richard M. Ford, a member of the 
Class of 1980. The Ford Memorial Fund 
provides one to three annual awards, 
one  of which goes to an undergraduate 
student involved in the writing courses 
(fiction, nonfiction poetry) in the Eng-
lish Department. It is the donors’ intent 
to honor undergraduate scholarship, 
creativity and academic achievement. 
Financial need is not to be considered 
as a factor in making this award.
Dick Shea 
Memorial Award
This award was estab-
lished by friends and 
family in memory of 
Richard John Shea, 
Class of 1961, and will 
be granted to the un-
dergraduate or gradu-
ate showing creativity 
in writing poetry or 
fiction.
Lt. Albert A. Charait 
Award
This Fund was estab-
lished by Mrs. Charait 
in memory of her hus-
band who died in ac-
tion during WWII. This 
gift will be awarded to 
an undergraduate or 
graduate student who 
writes the best short 
story.
This award is given in memory of Laura 
S. Rice, a promising journalism student 
who died during her sophomore year 
on October 21, 2000. The Rice Award 
is given to a senior journalism student 
for outstanding reporting and writing 
over the course of his or her career at 
UNH. Each applicant should submit a 




This fund is established in memory of 
Michael Kelly, Class of 1979, who died 
covering the war in Iraq. This Scholar-
ship supports sophomore and junior 
students who have been active in, and 
are passionate about, journalism. Re-
cipients need not be journalism majors. 
Preference will be given to highly-
motivated original thinkers, without 
reference to gpa. Please submit a cover 
letter, essay and up to five published 
newspaper or magazine articles. The 
essay should be 750-800 words describ-
ing your journalism experience, your 
passion for journalism, and your plans 
for any future work connected with 
journalism.
Michael Kelly Memorial 
Scholarship
Undergraduate Awards All Levels
    Not surprisingly, 
many, but certainly 
not all who [submit] 





•	 Award recipients will be cho-
sen by outside judges. Ap-
plication forms are available 
in the English Department, 
Conant Hall, room 113.
•	 All manuscripts submitted 
for consideration must be 
typed, double-spaced, on 
one side only of 8 1/2 by 11 
paper, and submitted by 
3:00 pm on Thursday, March 
31st to Conant 113. *Poetry 
does not need to be double-
spaced.
•	 Fiction and nonfiction sub-
missions are limited to 20 
pages per student. Poetry 
submissions are limited to 
200 lines per student.
•	 Winners will be annonced at 
a presentation on Thursday, 
May 5 at 5 p.m. in Horton 
210.
*Information courtesy of the UNH English Department.
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rier] to our patrons. There is a 
wonderful, organic connection 
between the arts and literature and 
libraries and museums.  It goes 
without saying that our programs, 
events and exhibits naturally go 
hand in hand,” said Sandy Whip-
ple of the Goffstown Library. 
Loomis added that amongst 
other things, “Our children’s li-
brarian, Karyn Isleb, visits the 
Museum once a month for a spe-
cial storytime series called Story-
time in the Gallery.” 
“We also have several Am-
herst residents that volunteer as 
docents (and volunteer on special 
projects) at the Museum.  We love 
art in our midst!” said Vear. 
In fact, if not for the First Fo-
lio, none of us would know any of 
Shakespeare’s plays. 
Douglas Lanier, professor of 
English, director of the London 
program at UNH and published 
scholar of Shakespeare, said, 
“The Folio is the ﬁ rst collected 
edition of Shakespeare’s works. It 
collects 36 of his 38 plays and 18 
of those had never appeared be-
fore in writing. So without it we 
would have a very different idea 
of Shakespeare.”
According to Petersen, “The 
First Folio is the ﬁ rst collected 
edition of Shakespeare’s plays, 
which subsequently established 
Shakespeare’s canon.  The pub-
lication is our only source for 
eighteen plays that had not pre-
viously appeared in print, among 
them “The Tempest,” “Mea-
sure for Measure,” “Macbeth,” 
“Twelfth Night,” and “As You 
Like It.”  In much the way we 
are interested in the provenance, 
or ownership history of a work of 
art, the individual copies of the 
First Folio have complex owner-
ship histories of their own and 
through that record we can learn 
a great deal about the reception 
of Shakespeare’s work over time. 
Additionally, and this is particu-
larly interesting for us at the Cur-
rier, the First Folio preserves one 
of the only likenesses of Shake-
speare himself.”
Whipple said, “Without it, 
Shakespeare’s enduring words 
and works might have been lost 
to the generations that followed. 
His continued relevance and in-
ﬂ uence can be seen and heard on 
an everyday basis, from phrases 
and ﬁ gures of speech to popular 
movie adaptations and beyond. 
To have the opportunity to feast 
our eyes on this historical docu-
ment is monumental.” 
“Because it’s in the folio for-
mat, a larger book format, it sent 
the message of the importance of 
the material… That in itself was 
signiﬁ cant. The kinds of things 
that would have been put in fo-
lio format were royal documents, 
classical editions would appear in 
a folio, things that had stood the 
test of time. It established him as 
an important English writer,” said 
Lanier. He added, “There have 
been plays that have been utterly 
lost to time. What we have from 
the past is just the smallest chunk 
of what was available then.”
“To me the signiﬁ cance of 
the folio is that because these 
works of Shakespeare were pre-
served. I have star-crossed lovers, 
treacherous villains, and murder-
ous princes running around in my 
imagination.  There is also, in the 
end, the hope for redemption and 
reconciliation for Shakespeare’s 
characters and perhaps for us all?” 
said Loomis. 
Shakespeare has become a 
cultural icon for many of the past 
generations, so enjoy the local 
Shakespearian events this spring 
season. 
SHAKESPEARE
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TNH Test Kitchen:
Five Minute Dorm Dip
By ASHLYN J CORREIA
DESIGN EDITOR
This is a simple snack perfect for anyone who wants something healthy 
and delicious. It’s so easy you can make it in your dorm room!
Directions
Open the can of refried beans and layer it on the bottom of a 
medium size Tupperware container, followed by layers of avo-
cado, sour cream, salsa, cheese and taco seasoning. You can 
vary the amount of each ingredient as you desire; that’s what 
makes the dip so versatile! 
Enjoy this savory treat with your favorite tortilla chips.
Ingredients:
• ¾ can of refried beans
• 1 8-oz container of sour cream
• 1 cup of Mexican Blend shredded cheese
• 1 small avocado, smashed
• ½ a jar of mild salsa
• 1 tablespoon of taco seasoning
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SALT LAKE CITY — A 
Utah teenager who was injured 
in the Belgium airport attack sur-
vived a similar horror three years 
ago at the Boston Marathon.
Mason Wells, a 19-year-old 
from Sandy, Utah, is expected 
to make a full recovery, after the 
bombing at the Brussels airport 
Tuesday left him with a surgery 
scar, a severed Achilles tendon, a 
head gash, shrapnel injuries and 
severe burns.
Finding himself near the 
center of a major attack yet again 
— Wells was standing within feet 
of a bomb that exploded at the air-
port. The blasts in the Belgian cap-
ital killed 34 people and wounded 
scores at the airport and a subway 
station.
Three years ago, Wells and 
his father felt the ground shake 
from an attack in the U.S., when a 
pressure-cooker bomb exploded a 
block away from where they were 
watching his mother run the Bos-
ton Marathon.
“Hopefully he’s run his life-
long odds and we’re done,” said 
Chad Wells about the oldest of 
their ﬁ ve children. “I think it will 
make him a stronger person ... 
Maybe the Boston experience was 
there to help him get through this 
experience.”
The former high school foot-
ball and lacrosse player had four 
months left on his two-year Mor-
mon mission, and was planning to 
major in engineering at the Uni-
versity of Utah next fall. He also 
wanted to reapply to the Naval 
Academy after barely missing the 
cut after high school, his father 
said.
His father said he woke up to 
the latest news on the TV before 
calling his son’s mission president 
in France and found out his son 
was injured but alive. More than 
eight hours later, they ﬁ nally spoke 
to their son, who was groggy and 
exhausted after surgery. The teen 
is in good spirits but his family is 
still ﬁ guring out when they’ll get 
to see him, and if he’ll ﬁ nish his 
mission.
“I’m completely shocked by 
the news. It’s the kind of thing 
as a parent you never, ever want 
to wake up to,” Chad Wells said. 
“We’re just grateful that’s he lived 
through this experience.”
Other Mormon missionaries 
at the Brussels airport were also 
seriously wounded. Richard Nor-
by, 66, of Lehi, and Joseph Em-
pey, 20, of Santa Clara, were with 
Wells and also hospitalized with 
serious injuries from the blast.
Norby’s family said in a 
statement issued by the Mormon 
church Wednesday that shrapnel 
caused severe trauma to the man’s 
lower leg and he also suffered 
second-degree burns to his head 
and neck. Following a lengthy 
surgery, he is now expected to stay 
in a medically-induced coma for a 
few days.
His family said a lengthy re-
covery is expected.
“His wife, Pamela Norby, 
was not at the airport at the time 
of the attack and is supporting him 
during this challenging time,” the 
family statement said.
Empey is doing well after 
being treated for second-degree 
burns to his hands, face and head, 
his parents, Court and Amber Em-
pey said in a statement. He also 
had surgery for shrapnel injuries 
to his legs.
“We have been in touch with 
him and he is grateful and in good 
spirits,” the family said.
Utah Gov. Gary Herbert 
praised the Utah natives as “peo-
ple of faith who have forsaken ev-
erything — family, friends, school 
and careers — in order to share 
a message of hope and love with 
the world.” Thousands of Utah 
Mormons have served proselytiz-
ing missions around the world. 
Church members account for as 
many as two-thirds of the state’s 
population.
The Utahns were at the air-
port with Fanny Rachel Clain, 
20, of Montelimar, France, who 
was on her way to a missionary 
assignment in Cleveland. The 
woman had passed through secu-
rity to a different part of the airport 
at the time of the explosion. The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints said she didn’t make 
her ﬂ ight out and was hospitalized 
with minor injuries.
It instructed others in the 
France Paris Mission to stay in 
their homes, though mission Pres-
ident Frederic J. Babin said the 
missionaries will still continuing 
working in their mission to preach 
the gospel.
“We, since what happened 
in Paris last year, we have been 
working with all the missionaries 
on safety rules for them to be safe, 
wherever they are, in Belgium or 
in France,” Babin said in an ofﬁ -
cial church video.
As for Wells, family friend 
Chris Lambson said he thinks di-
vine interventions have helped the 
young man survive in the face of 
such extraordinary, if not repeated, 
circumstances. In fact, Wells was 
also in France about two hours 
away from Paris during a series of 
attacks in the city last November.
“He’s doing extremely well,” 
Lambson said. “His biggest con-
cern right now is about housing at 
U of U.”
Brussels airport a ack is 2nd major bombing for Utah teen
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By GARY D. ROBERTSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS
  
RALEIGH, N.C. — North 
Carolina legislators moved ahead 
Wednesday with stopping any lo-
cal government in the state from 
passing an ordinance like the one 
Charlotte recently approved al-
lowing transgender people to use 
the restroom aligned with their 
gender identity.
If the Republican-controlled 
General Assembly succeeds in 
passing the bill as expected and 
it becomes law, it will block the 
bathroom provision in the state’s 
largest city, Charlotte’s broader 
anti-discrimination measure and 
similar rules approved on a lo-
cal level in the future. The action 
would deal a blow to an LGBT 
movement that has had success 
with similar measures in more 
than 200 cities across the country.
Republicans and their allies 
have said intervening is necessary 
to protect the safety of women 
and children. There have been ar-
guments that any man — perhaps 
a sex offender — could enter a 
woman’s restroom or locker room 
simply by calling himself trans-
gender.
“It’s common sense — bio-
logical men should not me be in 
women’s showers, locker rooms 
and bathrooms,” said GOP Rep. 
Dean Arp of Monroe before the 
chamber voted 84-24 for the leg-
islation after nearly three hours of 
debate.
The bill next goes to the Sen-
ate.Representatives for gay rights 
groups said the legislation demon-
izes the community and espouses 
bogus claims about increasing the 
risk of sexual assaults. They say 
the bill will deny lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender people 
essential protections needed to 
ensure they can get a hotel room, 
hail a taxi or dine at a restaurant 
without fear.
“Charlotte’s law is not un-
usual, unique or radical,” said 
Chris Sgro, executive director of 
Equality North Carolina. “A spe-
cial session to deal with such an 
ordinance is radical, unique and 
unusual.”
GOP leaders scheduled a 
one-day session at the cost of 
$42,000 because Charlotte’s or-
dinance was set to take effect 
April 1. Otherwise, the legislature 
wouldn’t have returned until late 
April.
The bill would bar local 
governments statewide from pro-
hibiting discrimination in public 
places based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity. It directs all 
public schools, government agen-
cies and public college campuses 
to require bathrooms or locker 
rooms be designated for use only 
by people based on their biologi-
cal sex.
Transgender people who 
have transitioned to the opposite 
sex wouldn’t be affected if they 
get their birth certiﬁ cate changed.
Democrats said the bill 
makes North Carolina less in-
clusive and interferes with local 
governments. They say the state 
could also risk billions in federal 
education dollars with the school 
policy.
“This is really not about 
bathrooms,” said Democratic 
Rep. Rodney Moore of Charlotte. 
“This is about fear.”
Madeline Goss, a transgen-
der woman from Raleigh, told a 
House committee she grew up in 
western North Carolina but had 
to leave because she was bullied 
mercilessly there. LGBT protec-
tions, Goss said, make it safer for 
her to live and allow her to the 
restroom where she feels most 
comfortable.
“I can’t use the men’s room. I 
won’t go back to the men’s room. 
It is unsafe for me there. People 
like me die in there,” Goss said.
Chloe Jefferson, 16, a pri-
vate school student in Greenville, 
85 miles east of Raleigh, told the 
committee she’s worried without 
legislative action, girls would 
soon have males changing their 
clothes in front of them.
“I think everyone has the 
freedom to believe in what they 
want,” Jefferson said. “But they 
shouldn’t change the laws for a 
small number of students that 
punish and single out the rest of 
us.”
Gov. Pat McCrory, a Repub-
lican, has criticized the ordinance 
in Charlotte, where he was mayor 
for 14 years. He has called for ac-
tion, but earlier this week, a top 
aide had concerns about the bill’s 
scope — raising questions about 
what the governor’s response will 
be.
In a video, Democratic At-
torney General Roy Cooper, who 
is running for governor against 
McCrory, called Wednesday’s 
actions “shameful” and “unprec-
edented” and said they could 
hurt the state’s economy.
Russell Peck, the governor’s 
campaign manager, on Wednes-
day in turn accused Cooper of 
supporting “forcing women and 
young girls to use the same re-
strooms and locker rooms as 
grown men.”
Legislation requiring trans-
gender students to use bath-
rooms corresponding with their 
birth gender have failed recent-
ly. South Dakota’s legislature 
failed to override Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard’s veto and a similar 
bill in Tennessee bill died Tues-
day.
The North Carolina bill 
also would also make clear local 
governments can’t require area 
businesses to pay workers above 
the current minimum wage, with 
some exceptions.
Lawmakers move to prevent Charlo e ordinance statewide
ROCKY MOUNT, N.C. 
— Police in North Carolina are 
cracking down on speeders with a 
simple message: Obey the posted 
speed limit or pay a ﬁ ne, even if 
you’re only going a bit over.
The N.C. Governor’s High-
way Safety Program says in a 
news release it will announce its 
“Obey the Sign or Pay the Fine” 
campaign on Thursday. Both state 
and local law enforcement are 
participating.
The agency says many 
people believe they won’t get a 
ticket so long as they don’t travel 
too far beyond the speed limit. 
But the agency says the aim is 
to remind people that it’s against 
the law to drive faster than what 
is posted.
One trooper says that al-
though troopers are aware of the 
program, they issue citations for 
“clear-cut and substantial vio-
lations.” Master Trooper Chris 
Knox tells the News & Record 
of Greensboro that troopers as-
sess each circumstance to decide 
if citations are warranted.
Drive a bit over the limit? N. Carolina says obey the posted speed limit
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old Carlton Kahindi took the tea 
candle in his tiny hand and gently 
placed it on the makeshift memo-
rial to victims of Belgium’s at-
tacks.
Though he could barely see 
from beneath a stocking cap, he 
knew his actions had meaning. 
That’s why he was really careful.
“It’s for the people who went 
to heaven,” he said.
Thousands of people came 
to Brussels’ central square on 
Wednesday, determined to defy 
extremists who would have them 
cower in fear. The city got back to 
work, if not back to normal.
Many of those laying ﬂ ow-
ers, lighting candles and scrawl-
ing messages of peace in chalk 
were children brought by parents 
who were seeking to explain that 
something terrible had happened. 
They wanted them to understand.
“I want him to still have 
faith in humanity,” said Carlton’s 
mother, Carole Kahindi.
Deﬁ ance and fear mingled in 
the minds of residents coming to 
terms with the violence that they 
had long expected, but had hoped 
wouldn’t come.
“You can’t protect yourself 
against terrorism. Are you going 
to stay at home today? Tomor-
row? The day after tomorrow?” 
asked Dirk Verstraeten, 53, who 
was catching a bus to work. 
“Life must go on.”
Jean and Anne-Marie Ma-
terielle were among only two 
dozen or so tourists admiring the 
gilded gothic facades of Brus-
sels’ Grand Place. The pair from 
central France arrived in Brus-
sels on Tuesday, arriving in the 
Molenbeek neighborhood only 
hours after the three bombs went 
off in the Brussels airport and 
subway.
Both said they’d gotten an 
earful from a local business-
man who was devastated that 
his neighborhood — a favored 
locale for several of those who 
attacked Paris on Nov. 13 — was 
once again at the center of world 
attention.
“He wasn’t happy,” Jean 
said.
A platoon of soldiers is now 
standing guard outside the city’s 
central train station. There’s 
only a trickle of tourists ﬂ owing 
through Brussels’ gothic Grand 
Place and gardeners at Brussels’ 
18th-century Warandepark are 
checking each trash can extra 
carefully.
A line swelled outside the 
central train station in Brussels 
as travelers lined up to get their 
bags checked. Soldiers stood 
guard every few feet as half a 
dozen military trucks idled near-
by.
The mood on the street was 
jittery. Several metro stations 
were still closed, roads were 
snarled with trafﬁ c. Sirens re-
peatedly wailed.
Joggers ran loops and dog 
walkers chatted in Brussels’ 
Warandepark, across from the 
country’s parliament. But the 
gardeners on duty said the atmo-
sphere was different.
“It was a black day. A very 
black day,” said Jean-Marie 
Vrebos, a 58-year-old clean-
ing the park’s playground. “We 
should punish those who commit 
terrorism. We don’t deserve ter-
ror.”
“We should punish them, 
grab them” — he said as he 
yanked a piece of trash off the 
ground with a clasper — “and 
bring them to justice.”
His colleague Kevin En-
gels, 24, said, “behaviors have 
changed. Even our bosses seem 
stressed. They asked us to empty 
all the trash cans. We pay close 
attention to everything.”
“And you can hear the si-
rens,” he added as an emergency 
vehicle blared its way down the 
road.
Yet everywhere around the 
city people just insist that this 
won’t break them, even though 
it’s impossible to put it out of 
mind.v
“I am not afraid, because 
terrorists want you to be afraid. 
That’s the thing: they win if we 
get afraid to leave home,” said 
student Alexandra Cyran.
“But today, when I was 
walking to school, I was looking 
at the people and I was thinking: 
does he have a bomb? Is this per-
son OK?”
     You can’t protect yourself against ter-
rorism. Are you going to stay at home to-
day? Tomorrow? The day after tomorrow? 
Life must go on.”
Dirk Verstraeten
Pedestrian who was catching a bus to work
“
     We should punish those who commit 








DALLAS — A Texas grand 
jury indicted 48 more bikers 
Wednesday in connection with 
a May 2015 shootout outside a 
Twin Peaks restaurant that left 
nine dead, bringing the total 
number of people facing felony 
charges to 154.
Prosecutors in Waco an-
nounced that all the bikers in-
dicted are charged with engaging 
in organized criminal activity, 
meaning they’re accused of be-
ing complicit in the shooting that 
also left 20 people injured. They 
face 15 years to life in prison if 
convicted.
McLennan County Dis-
trict Attorney Abel Reyna won 
indictments against 106 other 
bikers in November. In a state-
ment Wednesday, he did not rule 
out more indictments in what he 
called “an ongoing investiga-
tion.”
Six of the 48 people newly 
indicted have not been arrested, 
and their indictments remain 
under seal. But Reyna and the 
McLennan County district 
clerk’s ofﬁ ce conﬁ rmed they 
were facing the same charge as 
other bikers. A spokeswoman for 
Reyna did not respond to a ques-
tion about whether the grand 
jury declined to indict in any 
cases presented.
Reyna has been harshly 
criticized by attorneys who say 
he’s prosecuting dozens of bik-
ers who were at the restaurant 
only for a peaceful gathering of 
motorcycle clubs.
At that gathering, a squabble 
outside ended in a shootout be-
tween bikers from various clubs 
and police who were already sta-
tioned nearby. Surveillance video 
from the restaurant shows doz-
ens of bikers running inside and 
crawling for cover.
Prosecutors have not indicted 
anyone speciﬁ cally for murder in 
the nine deaths. The organized 
criminal activity charge incorpo-
rates allegations that every person 
indicted was responsible for the 
deaths and injuries that ensued in 
the gunﬁ re.
Dallas attorney Don Tittle 
said Wednesday’s indictments 
appeared to center on bikers who 
weren’t members of the two ma-
jor clubs present the Bandidos and 
the Cossacks, but rather part of 
smaller “support clubs.” Dozens 
of Bandidos and Cossacks have 
already been indicted.
Tittle is representing about 
15 bikers who have ﬁ led or plan to 
ﬁ le civil lawsuits against Waco au-
thorities for wrongful prosecution.
“There were people that were 
tragically killed, and there is no 
doubt there’s some individuals 
that should be charged with crimi-
nal offenses,” Tittle said. “But 
the overwhelming majority of the 
people there that day were nothing 
more than present at the time that 
the incident occurred.”
At trial, prosecutors will like-
ly have to prove that at least one 
person from each motorcycle club 
committed a criminal act in order 
to prove others from that same 
club were part of a conspiracy, 
said Sandra Guerra Thompson, a 
law professor at the University of 
Houston.
“It’s less direct culpability 
that you have to prove,” Thomp-
son said. “For the person who 
didn’t use a weapon and who 
didn’t commit a killing, all they 
have to prove is that they’re a 
member of a street gang. This is 
pretty standard law in the states 
and the federal government.”
Investigators have offered 
few details publicly about what 
sparked the ﬁ ght or how the gun-
ﬁ re played out. Police have cited 
a gag order in the criminal case of 
one of the bikers. Media groups 
including The Associated Press 
have fought the order, contending 
it is overly broad and unconstitu-
tional.
Much of the narrative about 
the shooting has come from evi-
dence obtained by the AP. Bal-
listics reports show four of the 
nine people killed were struck by 
the same caliber of riﬂ e ﬁ red by 
Waco police. Ofﬁ cers only used 
.223-caliber riﬂ es that day, though 
it’s not clear if any bikers also did. 
Police and the district attorney’s 
ofﬁ ce have defended the ofﬁ cers’ 
use of force, claiming that bikers 
had also opened ﬁ re on authori-
ties.
Even if police ofﬁ cers ﬁ red 
the ultimately fatal shots, pros-
ecutors could still convict bikers 
in the deaths if they can prove the 
bikers were part of the criminal 
conspiracy and police were only 
responding to an already violent 
scene, Thompson said.
48 more bikers indicted in Waco shootout
STAFF REPORT
ASSOCIATED PRESS
FORT WORTH, Texas — 
The estranged wife of an inter-
nationally known pianist pleaded 
not guilty Wednesday to charges 
that she killed the couple’s young 
daughters at their Texas home.
Sofya Tsygankova entered 
her plea during a brief court ap-
pearance in Fort Worth. Her ar-
raignment came one day after she 
was charged with capital murder 
in the deaths of 5-year-old Nika 
Kholodenko and 1-year-old Mi-
chela Kholodenko.
Vadym Kholodenko, a win-
ner of the prestigious Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition, 
discovered his daughters’ bodies 
March 17 when he arrived at the 
home to take them to school. Ar-
rest afﬁ davits say the girls were 
found dead on beds.
A pillow partially covered 
the head of the youngest child, 
but police Cmdr. David Babcock 
said Wednesday that investigators 
haven’t determined whether the 
children had been smothered. He 
said that determination would be 
made by the Tarrant County medi-
cal examiner’s ofﬁ ce.
Online records for the ofﬁ ce 
indicated Wednesday only that 
the children died of “homicidal 
violence” and that autopsies are 
pending.
Tsygankova was kneeling on 
the ﬂ oor wearing a blood-stained 
nightgown and “rocking back and 
forth,” the afﬁ davits say. She had 
wounds on her wrist and chest, 
and a butcher knife was found 
near the home’s patio.
At one point she asked inves-
tigators, “Did I do anything bad to 
my kids?”
An empty bottle labeled with 
her name and the anti-psychotic 
drug quetiapine was found on 
the kitchen counter, police said. 
Authorities later learned she had 
visited a mental health facility the 
day before.
Tsygankova was ﬁ rst taken 
to a Fort Worth hospital, where, 
according to afﬁ davits, she told 
police she remembered putting 
her 5-year-old daughter to sleep 
and seeing her 1-year-old daugh-
ter asleep in her crib. She also told 
police she remembered taking 
pills and believed she hurt herself 
with a knife.
Tsygankova was booked 
Tuesday into the Tarrant County 
jail.
In a written statement, her at-
torney, Joetta Keene, declined to 
comment on the speciﬁ c allega-
tions of the afﬁ davit. “This is, no 
doubt, a very heartbreaking case 
for everyone involved,” she said.
The Ukrainian-born 
Kholodenko beat nearly 30 ﬁ nal-
ists from 12 countries to win the 
Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition in Fort Worth in 
2013. He and Tsygankova were 
married in 2010 and ﬁ led for di-
vorce last year. Kholodenko no 
longer lived at the home with 
Tsygankova and their daughters, 
but routinely picked up the chil-
dren from the home in the morn-
ings.
The girls were buried Mon-
day at a private service.
On Tuesday evening, mourn-
ers gathered at Arlington Heights 
United Methodist Church to re-
member the girls.
“In times like this, we seek 
answers for how something so 
terrible could happen,” the Rev. 
Mary Spradlin said. “It is pro-
foundly unsatisfying to know 
there are no clear answers. There 
are some questions we will never 
be able to answer.”
Wife of famed pianist pleads 
not guilty in daughters’ deaths
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HAVANA — Laying bare a 
half-century of tensions, President 
Barack Obama and Cuban Presi-
dent Raul Castro prodded each 
other Monday over human rights 
and the longstanding U.S. eco-
nomic embargo during an unprec-
edented joint news conference that 
stunned Cubans unaccustomed to 
their leaders being aggressively 
questioned.
The exchanges underscored 
deep divisions that still exist be-
tween the two countries despite 
rapidly improved relations in the 
15 months since Obama and Cas-
tro surprised the world with an 
announcement to end their Cold 
War-era diplomatic freeze.
Obama, standing in Havana’s 
Palace of the Revolution on the 
second day of his historic visit to 
Cuba, repeatedly pushed Castro to 
take steps to address his country’s 
human rights record.
“We continue, as President 
Castro indicated, to have some 
very serious differences, including 
on democracy and human rights,” 
said Obama, who planned to meet 
with Cuban dissidents Tuesday. 
Still, Obama heralded a “new day” 
in the U.S.-Cuba relationship and 
said “part of normalizing relations 
means we discuss these differenc-
es directly.”
Castro was blistering in his 
criticism of the American embar-
go, which he called “the most im-
portant obstacle” to his country’s 
economic development. He also 
pressed Obama to return the U.S. 
naval base at Guantanamo Bay, 
which is on the island of Cuba, to 
his government.
“There are profound differ-
ences between our countries that 
will not go away,” Castro said 
plainly.
White House officials spent 
weeks pushing their Cuban coun-
terparts to agree for the leaders 
to take questions from reporters 
after their private meeting, reach-
ing agreement just hours before 
Obama and Castro appeared be-
fore cameras. It’s extremely rare 
for Castro to give a press confer-
ence, though he has sometimes 
taken questions from reporters 
spontaneously when the mood 
strikes.
While the issue of political 
prisoners is hugely important to 
Cuban-Americans and the inter-
national community, most people 
on the island are more concerned 
about the shortage of goods and 
their struggles with local bureau-
cracy.
Castro appeared agitated at 
times during the questioning, pro-
fessing to not understand whether 
inquiries were directed to him.
But when an American re-
porter asked about political pris-
oners in Cuba, he pushed back ag-
gressively, saying if the journalist 
could offer names of anyone im-
properly imprisoned, “they will be 
released before tonight ends.”
“What political prisoners? 
Give me a name or names,” Cas-
tro said.
Cuba has been criticized for 
briefly detaining demonstrators 
thousands of times a year but has 
drastically reduced its practice of 
handing down long prison sen-
tences for crimes human rights 
groups consider to be political. 
Cuba released dozens of prison-
ers as part of its deal to normalize 
relations with the U.S., and in a re-
cent report, Amnesty International 
did not name any current prisoners 
of conscience in Cuba. Lists com-
piled by Cuban and Cuban-Amer-
ican groups list between 47 and 
80 political prisoners, although 
Cuban officials describe many as 
common criminals.
Ben Rhodes, Obama’s deputy 
national security adviser, said the 
U.S. regularly raises specific cases 
and some are resolved, but added 
Cuba typically insists they’re be-
ing held for other crimes. Rhodes 
said, “I’ve shared many lists with 
the Cuban government.”
Obama’s and Castro’s com-
ments were broadcast live on state 
television, which is tightly con-
trolled by the government and the 
Communist Party.
At an outdoor cafe in Ha-
vana, about a dozen Cubans and 
tourists watched in awed silence. 
One woman held her hand to her 
mouth in shock.
“It’s very significant to hear 
this from our president, for him to 
recognize that not all human rights 
are respected in Cuba,” said Raul 
Rios, a 47-year-old driver, who 
also expressed agreement with 
Castro’s defense that Cuba is good 
in some areas, no country is per-
fect and all should try to do better.
Ricardo Herrera, a 45-year-
old street food vendor said, “It’s 
like a movie but based on real 
life.”
After responding to a hand-
ful of questions, Castro ended the 
news conference abruptly, declar-
ing, “I think this is enough.”
Obama then appeared to lean 
in to pat Castro on the back. In 
an awkward moment, the Cuban 
leader instead grabbed Obama’s 
arm and lifted it up as the U.S. 
president’s wrist dangled, an im-
age that immediately grabbed at-
tention on social media.
White House officials said 
Obama did not plan to meet with 
Fidel Castro, the older brother of 
the Cuban president and his prede-
cessor in office, hoping to keep the 
visit focused on the future of the 
island. Rhodes, the White House 
adviser, said there were also other 
considerations, including Castro’s 
“health issues.”
Obama, in an interview with 
ABC News, said he has no prob-
lem with such a meeting “just as 
a symbol of the end of this Cold 
War chapter.”
Obama’s visit to Cuba is a 
crowning moment in his and Raul 
Castro’s bid to normalize ties be-
tween two countries that sit just 
90 miles apart. The U.S. leader 
traveled with his family and was 
taking in the sights in Old Havana 
and attending a baseball game be-
tween the beloved Cuban national 
team and the Tampa Bay Rays. 
Monday night, Castro honored 
the Americans with a state dinner 
at Havana’s Palace of the Revolu-
tion.
Several American business 
leaders joined Obama on the trip, 
many eager to gain a foothold on 
the island nation. Technology gi-
ant Google announced plans to 
open a cutting-edge online tech-
nology center offering free In-
ternet at speeds nearly 70 times 
faster than those now available 
to the Cuban public. Obama said 
Google’s efforts in Cuba are part 
of a wider plan to improve access 
to the Internet across the island.
While Castro has welcomed 
increased economic ties, he insist-
ed his country would still suffer as 
long as the American economic 
embargo was in place. Obama 
has called on Congress to lift the 
blockade, but lawmakers have not 
held a vote on the repeal.
Obama’s visit is being close-
ly watched in the United States, 
where public opinion has shifted 
in support of normalized relations 
with Cuba. Still, many Republi-
cans — including some hoping 
to succeed Obama as president — 
have vowed to roll back the diplo-
matic opening if elected.
Castro was asked by an 
American reporter whether he fa-
vored the election of Republican 
front-runner Donald Trump or 
likely Democratic nominee Hill-
ary Clinton.
Castro smiled and said sim-




Malawi and the United Na-
tions children’s agency are 
experimenting with drones to 
speed up HIV testing for in-
fants.
Mahimbo Mdoe, a UNI-
CEF representative in Malawi, 
says drones will solve the chal-
lenges that health workers face 
in reaching remote parts of the 
southern African nation.
Mdoe says 10,000 children 
in Malawi die every year of ill-
nesses related to HIV, which 
causes AIDS, and that nearly 
40,000 children were born to 
HIV-positive mothers in 2014.
The UNICEF spokes-
woman in Malawi, Angela Tra-
vis, says initial testing has been 
completed.
Travis said Tuesday that 
the drones traveled 5 to 10 ki-
lometers (3 to 6 miles) with a 
simulated blood sample.
The children’s agency said 
blood samples are currently 
transported by motorbike or 
ambulances. High fuel costs 
and bad roads have contributed 
to transport delays.
UN to try new drones to transport HIV tests
In Brief 
LONDON — Sweden’s 
Karolinska University says 
it has fired Italian stem cell 
scientist Paolo Macchiarini, 
whose work was once con-
sidered revolutionary but has 
since been deemed to have 
breached medical ethics.
In a statement on Wednes-
day, Karolinska said Macchia-
rini was to be informed im-
mediately that his contract has 
been rescinded. The university 
said Macchiarini was being 
fired for reasons including fal-
sifying his CV and scientific 
negligence.
Karolinska said Macchia-
rini had “acted in a way that has 
had very tragic consequences 
for the people affected and their 
families.”
Macchiarini was part of the 
team that conducted the world’s 
first transplant using a windpipe 
partly made from a patient’s 
own stem cells in 2008.
Earlier this year, a Swed-
ish documentary raised ethical 
concerns about his work, which 
Karolinska described as “truly 
alarming.”
Swedish university fires stem cell scientist
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From the Editor’s Desk
From one senior to another, I strongly encourage you to 
consider a ending the commencement ceremony.
Diplomat Richard Haass was announced as the speaker for the class of 2016’s com-
mencement ceremony Wednesday 
morning. The announcement served 
as a painful reminder that gradua-
tion is, unfortunately, actually hap-
pening. To prevent potential tears 
or hyperventilation, I’ll omit the 
(steadily approaching) graduation 
date.  
If you’re a senior reading this, 
then you’ve almost certainly had 
the “are you going to graduation?” 
discussion with your roommates, 
friends and/or parents. If your 
answer is “no,” I implore you to 
reconsider.
I had never heard of Haass 
before, either. No, he didn’t write 
or co-direct “Frozen,” and he isn’t 
a recipient of the Medal of Honor. 
In fact, he didn’t even graduate 
from UNH. But he’s an extremely 
accomplished guy who has been 
recognized internationally for his 
diplomatic services. I wouldn’t 
write him off as a speaker just be-
cause he lacks name recognition. 
There are plenty of other 
reasons to attend the ceremony, too. 
Drake’s “YOLO” logic works per-
fectly. I don’t think there’s anyone 
who will be graduating from UNH as 
an undergraduate more than once. If 
there is anyone who’s repeating the 
experience, please email me at tnh.
editor@unh.edu. We’d love to write 
a story about you. It’s as rare, special 
and jovial an occasion as any, and it 
publicly honors all the work you’ve 
put in the past few years. 
Obviously, you don’t need to 
attend the ceremony to graduate, and 
you’ll get your degree in the mail ei-
ther way. But consider your friends, 
loved ones and others who would 
be joyful to see you cross the stage 
as a symbol of earning your degree 
from UNH. Whether ﬁ nancially or 
emotionally, we have all had some-
one who supported us and helped us 
earn our degrees. Crossing the stage 
is a way of validating their support 
and showing them what they helped 
you achieve. Bearing that in mind, 
it would be selﬁ sh not to attend the 
ceremony. 
To borrow some logic from my 
mom, there are lots of people who 
would be happy to have the oppor-
tunity to attend college and cross the 
stage at graduation as a symbol of 
what they’ve achieved, but can’t for 
reasons out of their control. It would 
be a shame to take this opportunity 
for granted. 
As seniors, there are only so 
many moments at UNH left, and 
all of them are worth cherishing. 
By choosing not to attend, you’d be 
robbing yourself of a memory that’s 
certain to last you a lifetime.
At the end of the day, going to 
graduation is the perfect way to cap 
off your UNH career, pun very much 
intended. I’m hopeful your years 
at UNH were as positive as mine. 
Besides, it’s a celebratory event at 
UNH. In my experience, anything 
celebratory at UNH is a good time. 
Err, a great time.  
If you’re not interested in going 
for yourself, then go for someone 
else. Your ﬁ nal act as an undergradu-
ate student could be making some-
one’s day while celebrating your 
accomplishment in graduating with 
your friends and peers. And that’s 
something worth doing. 
Sam Rabuck
Executive Editor
Whether  nancially 
or emotionally, we 
have all had some-
one who supported 
us and helped us 
earn our degrees. 
Crossing the stage is 
a way of validating 
their support and 
showing them what 
they helped you 
achieve.
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‘School Hard’ 
Grade 9,” by the Barena-ked Ladies, is a song that was released in the early 
1990s and is all about first impres-
sions and the crazy whirlwind that 
is high school. 
Sure, we’re all past this 
grade, but we still have mo-
ments or days like these. The 
ones described in the song like 
the feelings of not belonging 
or preferring the anti-social TV 
marathon to a party. 
The music of the song is 
upbeat and a bit chaotic, as are 
the lyrical themes. This makes 
sense since it’s all about figuring 
out high school for the first time: 
a confusing, chaotic period of our 
lives. Although the song is meant 
as a comedic stance on school, 
it does point out the insecurities 
of being new anywhere and the 
anxieties about fitting in. There 
are also a ton of geeky references 
to the ‘70s and ‘80s, mainly 
because the band is made up of 
Canadian nerds, whom I love 
deeply for their music and sense 
of humor. 
On another school-related 
note, Susan Horne, visiting 
assistant professor of decision 
sciences and one of my favorite, 
most challenging math instruc-
tors (business stats), found out 
that, due to course evaluations, 
her contract as a teacher wouldn’t 
be renewed for next year. She’s 
fighting it, but in the meantime, 
here are some things she had to 
say about the evaluations process 
and her experiences with it:
“I received no negative 
feedback from anyone at [Paul 
College] until I began to be very 
active in the Lecturers’ Union 
and Council. The dean said she 
looked back three years and read 
every single comment made in 
that time,” Horne said. “All the 
research I have read on use of 
evaluations in the way they were 
used against me points to im-
proper use. I was ranked against 
other lecturers in Paul including 
those who teach non-quantitative 
courses. This shows a flawed 
approach. As I pointed out to the 
dean, math anxiety plays into 
my evaluations, but there is no 
such thing as marketing anxiety 
or management anxiety. I realize 
many students are intimidated by 
the subject, and I work very hard 
to explain things in several ways. 
Based on feedback from other 
students, in many classes in Paul 
students do virtually nothing and 
get an A.”
To prove her teaching 
methods are valid, she said, “I 
did a pretest at the beginning of 
the current semester asking 115 
QDM students to find mean, 
median, mode, sample variance 
and sample standard deviation 
for four numbers as well as 
when and with whom they took 
Business Stats. My Stats students 
scored consistently higher than 
all other instructors. The dean 
was livid that I had done so be-
cause it refuted her claim that my 
teaching is of ‘poor quality.’”
She also has asked former 
students for their aid in her ap-
peal. 
“I have collected commit-
ments from many students to 
write letters insisting that high 
standards be maintained and that 
challenging courses remain too,” 
she added.
When it comes down to 
it, she is very frustrated by her 
situation, “The dean refused to 
provide specifics [of how bad 
the review was], instead refer-
ring to the fact that all numbers 
on the evaluations are taken 
into consideration, as well as all 
comments,” Horne said. “Based 
on meeting with dean last week, 
[evaluations] are 100 percent of 
the decision [for hiring, promot-
ing, etc].” Thus students should 
take them just as seriously as 
university administration. 
So whether you’re jam-
ming to the funny song discussed 
above or filling out a routine 
evaluation form, remember that 
what you say and do does make a 
difference—even in your school. 
Gabrielle Lamontagne is a 





President Obama was the first sitting American Presi-dent to visit the Island of 
Cuba since Calvin Coolidge in 
1928. It really goes without say-
ing that this is not because of 
some odd coincidence that past 
presidents of the freest nation on 
Earth have chosen to skip over the 
island throughout history. 
Cuba has been controlled 
by communist dictatorships for 
the better part of a century. Ones 
that have not just threatened the 
lives of their own people, but 
also the safety and security of 
the free world as seen during the 
cold war days. 
Nonetheless, President 
Obama has never thought twice 
about making personal allies 
with dangerous dictators who 
threaten our nation. He did it in 
Iran with the Ayatollah giving 
him billions in sanction relief, 
he has backed down to Vladimir 
Putin and now he is shaking 
hands with Raul Castro. 
While President Obama 
was standing in front of a giant 
portrait of Fidel Castro, which 
still looks over the city of 
Havana and ignoring the lead-
ers gruesome past, our allies in 
Europe were fighting for their 
lives in a global war against 
terror. Instead of going home 
to assist our friends in a time of 
need during the Brussels attack, 
the President was at a Cuban 
baseball game, appeasing the 
punk Raul Castro, even partici-
pating in “the wave” with him. 
Seriously? You can’t even make 
this stuff up. The world is lack-
ing leadership and our president 
has shown he will do what he 
wants when he wants, including 
making friends with some of the 
worst people on earth. But that’s 
a story for a different piece. 
There have been popular 
misconceptions of Cuba. Some 
rightfully suggest the cold war 
is over and there should be more 
relations with the Cuban people. 
Moreover, there are some that 
are inherently not true, like the 
Cuban people are free and love 
their government. That Cubans 
have high literacy rates and 
can provide for their families. 
Unfortunately, that is all these 
rumors are, popular misconcep-
tions. 
The Cuban people work 
for cents on the hour and wait 
in line to be granted housing 
and cars from their government. 
Their literacy rates don’t matter 
much because they aren’t al-
lowed to read any sources of lit-
erature that are not approved by 
their government. They aren’t 
allowed to read such things as 
the Wall Street Journal, the New 
York Times or even historical 
books because the dictator-
ship condemns it. Their infant 
mortality rate is awful espe-
cially if you ignore the fact that 
the government does not count 
babies actually born if they do 
not survive a certain length of 
time after they are out. 
Times have changed, and 
it’s true that we no longer live 
in the Cold War-era. We should 
continue to embrace our Cuban 
neighbors just like we have been 
for years as they have fled com-
munism hoping for a better life 
here in America. However, the 
common misconception that lift-
ing a trade embargo would actu-
ally be creating a free Cuba is 
not right. That money will once 
again go the ruthless dictators 
of Cuba and its military. It will 
not advance the lives of Cuba’s 
people, but rather the lives of its 
dictatorship. President Obama 
may be eager to make as many 
friends as he can before he is 
finished in January 2017, but 
freedom for the Cuban people 
won’t be amongst his short list 
of accomplishments. 
Peter Hinman is a senior 
majoring in political science.
From The Right
Peter Hinman
Obama’s swing and a miss 
n Letter to the editor
On Instructor 
Evaluations
We are writing in response 
to your March 10, 2016 article 
“Course evaluations; how do they 
work, and do they matter?” by 
Gabrielle Lamontagne.  We agree 
that students are strongly encour-
aged to take course evaluations 
seriously.  End of semester evalu-
ations allow students to provide 
direct feedback about the course, 
the assignments, reading materi-
als, and their professors.  Con-
structive specific feedback will 
allow us to better use this infor-
mation in designing and teaching 
future classes.  It is the position 
of the UNH Lecturers United that 
students evaluations are one use-
ful tool in evaluating the perfor-
mance of faculty, but they should 
not be the only tool.  A compre-
hensive picture of Lecturer faulty 
teaching performance needs to in-
clude other metrics such as Chair 
and peer observations of teaching, 
review of syllabi and course as-
signments, and effectiveness of 
student learning.  In short, course 
evaluations are an important 
piece of the puzzle that need to be 
viewed in light of other assess-
ments of teaching performance 
and effectiveness.  
 




Thumbs up to spring. 
Thumbs down to walking to class in 
the snow. 
Thumbs up to Easter. 
Thumbs down to getting sick from 
Peeps and Jelly Beans. 
Thumbs up to 21st birthdays. 
Thumbs down to the next morning. 
Thumbs up to baseball season being 
right around the corner. 
Thumbs down to the notion that base-
ball is boring. It’s a great game.  
Thumbs up to popcorn. 
Thumbs down to greasy fingers. 
Thumbs up to the prospect of making 
money after graduation. 
Thumbs down to graduation being 
only two months away.  
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is huge for the Wildcats and can 
help solve plenty of problems. 
“I thought there were two 
areas where we got hurt this year 
in upper level games,” Herrion 
said. “When teams went after us 
physically we had a little bit of 
trouble. We also had some lack 
of depth and weren’t as deep a 
basketball team as I would have 
liked. With recruiting next year 
and the players coming back we 
will be a deeper team next year.” 
The pressure is certainly on 
the Wildcats next season. From 
the student body, who has thirst-
ed for a good basketball program 
for so long, to the coaches and 
players, expectations will be at 
an all-time high and the America 
East is watching. 
The league, who has been 
dominated by Stony Brook, Al-
bany and Vermont, is now see-
ing impactful seniors like Jameel 
Warney of Stony Brook, Peter 
Hooley of Albany, and Ethan 
O’Day of Vermont depart due 
to gradation. Unlike most teams 
around the league, the Wildcats 
return with most of their fire 
power. They have the targets on 
their back…or maybe it’s a little 
more than that. 
“We are the bulls-eye,” 
Herrion said. “Nobody can re-
lax. Nobody can get comfort-
able with where they are at and 
a where we are as a team. I think 
that’s the most important thing.”
The Wildcat’s season came 
to an end on Saturday when they 
fell to Coastal Carolina in the 
second round of the CIT. The 
team met on Monday and will 
take the next two weeks off from 
all organized basketball activity. 
“They’re very tired,” Her-
rion said. “It’s been a long year 
and they’ve done a great job. 
They deserve some time away 
from the court.” 
Unlike last offseason, UNH 
is injury free. Joe Bramanti, 
who required knee surgery last 
offseason, is healthy and will 
be a full participant in the off-
season. Although the team has a 
two-week break from organized 
basketball activities, Herrion is 
putting them to work in another 
area. 
“We are going to get into 
the weight room next Monday,” 
Herrion said. “We are going to 
get right to work on our bodies.” 
The team will continue to 
work until classes end in May. 
They will take a month off before 
returning for summer school and 
more individual work. Although 
the season is over, the path to an 
America East Championship and 
a bid to the big dance starts now. 
One thing is clear: The Wildcats 
are ready. 
“I think going into next sea-
son we are going to be a good 
basketball team,” Herrion said. 
“We are probably going to be 
highly rated in our league to start 
the year, but that doesn’t really 
mean anything. The next step we 
want to take is to be in a cham-
pionship game with a chance to 
go to the NCAA tournament. We 
have the pieces in place.”
For more, visit the official 




Breaking down the Adam LaRoche saga
Storylines constantly con-
sume the MLB around spring 
training time. For example, the 
Red Sox have been under the 
microscope at times, such as 
when Pablo ‘The Tank’ Sando-
val showed up to spring training 
looking uncomfortably hefty, or 
when Hanley Ramirez showed 
up to play first base without a 
first baseman’s glove. But the 
biggest and most controversial 
story that’s circling the MLB 
news mill is the story of Adam 
LaRoche and his son, Drake. 
Long story short, 36-year-
old Chicago White Sox first 
baseman Adam LaRoche decided 
to walk away from baseball and 
retire, leaving a cool $13 million 
on the table. The reason he gave 
was that the White Sox organiza-
tion, in particular vice president 
Kenny Williams, told LaRoche 
that they wanted to significantly 
cut down the time that his son 
spent with the team on the road 
and in the clubhouse. 
I understand why the deci-
sion was made. The team has 
been on the decline in recent 
years, coming off of back-to-
back losing seasons, and the front 
office wants to establish a new 
culture. It doesn’t want the kid 
to be a distraction or a liability 
moving forward, I get where the 
logic was. Here’s where I have a 
problem: the whole situation was 
handled extremely poorly and 
the front office needs to be held 
accountable. 
The whole thing is unbe-
lievably shady to me: the timing, 
the decision and the aftermath is 
one giant dumpster fire. Things 
got heated when Chris Sale, the 
White Sox ace pitcher, sounded 
off on the White Sox organiza-
tion when he said the players 
and himself “were bold-faced 
lied to,” referencing rumors 
that the players were told it was 
the coaches that were the ones 
complaining, and coaches were 
being told it was the players 
complaining. Somehow, despite 
these rumors, the entire team was 
ready to boycott the following 
game and still hang Adam’s (and 
Drake’s) White Sox jersey in 
the locker room. Also, it wasn’t 
a mutual decision; it appears, 
according to a report from Ken 
Rosenthal, that managers Kevin 
Hahn and Robin Ventura did not 
agree with Williams’s approach 
to the situation. 
I don’t either, guys. Wil-
liams deliberately took matters 
into his own hands and ultimate-
ly said it without saying it that 
the kid needed to go. The kid was 
ultimately the deciding factor in 
LaRoche’s decision to leave the 
Nationals and sign with Chicago. 
According to a tweet from Dave 
Kaplan of CSN Chicago, Drake 
and Adam were a package deal, 
and Adam was not prepared to 
sign if they did not come to an 
agreement. It’s pretty disrespect-
ful to go back on your word after 
all this time if you ask me.
There are also people out 
there that say LaRoche walked 
out on his teammates, that he was 
being overdramatic and didn’t 
care about the team enough to 
come to a compromise. Listen, 
family comes first and that’s 
what it came down to for Adam 
and Drake. What’s more impor-
tant, spending time with family 
or finishing out your last couple 
years of baseball making money 
for a team that’s not even close to 
being a World Series contender? 
If I were in the situation I 
would have done the same thing. 
It’s not worth losing that bond 
between father and son for a ca-
reer that’s already past its prime, 
regardless of how bizarre and 
strange the situation may be. 
So if you’re going to point a 
finger, don’t point it at Adam. Of 
course it’s unusual for a 14-year 
old kid to be constantly with a 
professional team he doesn’t play 
for. But I can’t say I blame La-
Roche for his decision either. He 
chose family over baseball and I 
think it’s an admirable choice to 
make. 
Brian is a sophomore ma-
joring in Communications. For 
more sports takes, follow Brian 
on twitter @bdunny17 or tune 
into Wildchats on 91..3 FM. 
MBB
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In Brief
3 student-athletes receive UNH Student Awards 
FROM STAFF REPORTS COURTE-
SY OF UNH  ATHLETIC COMMU-
NICATIONS
The University of New 
Hampshire Student Awards 
Committee announced that three 
UNH student-athletes—Laura 
Rose Donegan, Madison Light-
foot and Brittany—have been 
named recipients of prestigious 
2016 UNH Student Awards.
Donegan, a senior on the 
women’s cross country and track 
and field teams, is the recipient 
of the UNH Award of Excel-
lence, which “recognizes excel-
lence in leadership, scholarship 
and citizenship” in the College 
of Liberal Arts.
Lightfoot, a senior on the 
volleyball team, is feted with the 
Dean Williamson Award, which 
is presented “to that senior who 
has been outstanding and well-
rounded in extracurricular ac-
tivities, scholarship, athletics 
and loyalty to the University” in 
the College of Health & Human 
Services and COLA.
Marshall, a sophomore on 
the field hockey team, receives 
the Helen Duncan Jones Award, 
which goes “to the sophomore 
woman showing the greatest 
promise of outstanding achieve-
ment in American citizenship, 
leadership and scholarship” in 
the College of Engineering and 
Physical Sciences.
Each year, the University 
faculty and staff recognize full-
time students enrolled in a bac-
calaureate degree program. The 
Student Awards Ceremony will 
be held May 10.
Donegan’s excellence in 
scholarship is unequivocal. She 
was named the NCAA Elite 90 
Award recipient in women’s 
cross country this past fall in 
recognition of having the high-
est cumulative grade-point aver-
age of anyone competing at the 
NCAA Women’s Cross Country 
Championships. Donegan also 
received the 2015 America East 
Cross Country Elite 18 and 2015 
America East Indoor Track & 
Field Elite 18 awards, which are 
also presented to a top finisher 
with the highest GPA. Further-
more, she was named the 2015 
America East Women’s Cross 
Country Fall Scholar Athlete.
Donegan has also demon-
strated strong leadership and 
citizenship through philan-
thropy. Prior to the 2014-15 
academic year, she interned as 
a field manager at the Fund for 
the Public Interest in Boston. 
There, she worked on legislative 
campaigns for the Massachusetts 
Public Interest Research Group 
and Environment Massachu-
setts. Donegan’s duties included 
canvassing, fundraising, phone 
banking, and collecting peti-
tion signatures for a number of 
causes. She led a group each day 
while setting specific goals and 
motivating her team to achieve 
them. Donegan personally 
raised over $10,000 for the Fund 
throughout the summer of 2014.
Lastly, Donegan has had 
a highly successful collegiate 
career in competition and the 
classroom, where she holds a 
perfect 4.0 GPA while studying 
political science. She raced to a 
spot on the All-America Second 
Team after placing 10th in the 
3,000-meter steeplechase at the 
2015 NCAA Outdoor Track & 
Field Championships. This past 
fall, she advanced to the NCAA 
Cross Country Championships 
and placed 30th out of 254 run-
ners.
Lightfoot, whose 2015 ac-
colades included America East 
All-Conference Second Team, 
served as co-captain for the 
UNH volleyball team that won 
both the conference regular-
season and tournament titles for 
the third consecutive year. The 
defensive specialist became the 
program’s all-time digs leader 
in a three-set triumph over the 
University at Buffalo on Sept. 20 
and she finished her illustrious 
career with 1,657 digs.
Lightfoot was selected to 
the 2015 America East Helping 
Hands Team, which recognizes 
student-athletes for exemplary 
efforts in the area of commu-
nity service while remaining in 
good academic standing. She 
has been a staunch advocate 
for various causes across the 
UNH community. A member of 
the Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee (SAAC), the defen-
sive specialist volunteers with 
Alliance, Creating Acceptance 
Through Students (CATS), Dig 
Pink, Net Impact, Read Across 
America and the annual Volley 
for Holly Tournament. In addi-
tion, Lightfoot participates in 
the Martin Luther King Junior 
Leadership Summit and works 
as a Mentors in Violence Pre-
vention (MVP) Bystander facili-
tator, Safe Zones facilitator and 
is a Sexual Harassment & Rape 
Prevention Program (SHARPP) 
peer advocate.
Marshall has excelled in 
the classroom. Most recently, 
she was named to the 2015 ZAG 
Field Hockey/NFHCA Division 
I National Academic Squad and 
also earned NFHCA Scholar 
of Distinction recognition for 
recording a cumulative grade-
point average of at least 3.90 
through the Fall 2015 semester. 
Marshall was also named to the 
National All-Academic Squad in 
2014, and she was tabbed to the 
America East Commissioners 
Honor Roll that year.
TNH
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TRACK AND FIELD
UNH gearing up for spring season
By RYAN PAGLIARO
contributing writer
Need a little stability in your 
life after spring break? Lucky 
for you the men and women’s 
track team are still competing 
this spring after a successful and 
steady indoor season. 
After finishing the indoor 
track and field season with solid 
performances from Ellie Purrier 
and Drew Piazza at the NCAA 
Championships, the ‘Cats have 
their eyes set on individual and 
team goals this season.  Purrier 
and Piazza earned All-American 
honors, finishing third and eight 
in their events respectively. 
Times are sure to drop this 
spring with more training, bet-
ter running conditions, and team 
growth when the teams move to 
the outdoor track.  While Purrier 
will remain an elite contender 
for her chosen events this spring 
after being ranked first in nation 
for the mile for indoor, other 
members of the team will look 
to have strong seasons.  The dis-
tance medley relay team is com-
ing off a first-place finish in the 
Eastern Collegiate Athletic Con-
ference Championships.  Laura 
Rose Donegan should fare well 
in her distance events and is 
coming off a school record set-
ting performance for the indoor 
3,000-meter race.  
Senior sprinter Lauren Per-
rodin should continue to hold 
down the sprints, while Cassie 
Kruze will be able to focus on 
the middle-distance events.  As 
for distance, seniors Brianna 
Boden and Amber Short both 
recently set personal records in 
the 5,000-meter race and should 
continue to improve upon those 
times.  
On the men’s side, Piazza 
should continue to improve 
upon his noteworthy times in his 
middle-distance events, with the 
goal of outdoor nationals at the 
end of the season.  Piazza holds 
the school record in the 800 and 
just missed the finals in the event 
at the indoor national meet.  
Thrower Michael Shana-
han showed no signs of slowing 
down towards the end of indoor 
and will continue to be a force 
to be reckoned with during out-
door season.  Having just missed 
nationals, Shanahan took home 
gold in the weight throw at the 
Intercollegiate Association of 
Amateur Athletes of America 
(IC4A) Championships.     
Senior Brendan McCarthy, 
who contributed to the DMR 
team as well, will continue to 
establish himself as a solid dis-
tance runner this outdoor sea-
son.  Joining McCarthy in that 
DMR team are freshmen Brett 
Hoerner and William Ulrich, 
who have been performing very 
well for their first year on the 
track at UNH.  Senior sprinter 
Isiah Penn and middle distance 
runners Christopher and Joseph 
Poggi are also athletes to keep an 
eye on.
Both teams are scheduled to 
compete at the Raleigh Relays 
in North Carolina this weekend, 
kicking off the outdoor season 
with a two-day meet.  
For more information on 
track and field visit the UNH 
athletics website unhwildcats.
com. or follow Ryan on Twitter 
@Ryan_Pagliaro.
Regional round was no guar-
antee like it was last season. 
According to Goodspeed, nine 
teams were essentially battling 
it out across the country for the 
final six spots.
“Great teams are out. N.C. 
State is out. Maryland is out. 
Iowa State is out. Those are re-
ally good teams,” Goodspeed 
said, highlighting the difficulty 
of making the top 36.
UNH had gotten off to a hot 
start this season, but then the 
injury bug swept in and took a 
toll. Casey Lauter, arguably the 
team’s top gymnast, suffered a 
leg injury that sidelined her on 
Feb. 7, and Marissa Toci, one of 
the team’s top vaulters, battled 
hip problems throughout the sea-
son, missing significant time.
Fortunately, the ‘Cats are 
getting healthy at just the right 
time. Both Lauter and Toci re-
turned to competition for the 
EAGL Championship and pro-
vided vital scores for the team. 
Lauter was limited to beam, and 
will be in Ann Arbor, but turned 
in a 9.775 score. Toci led the 
team, hitting a career-high 9.800 
on vault. The duo now has a few 
additional weeks to train and get 
back into their best form.
The return of two star per-
formers will undoubtedly help 
the ‘Cats, but so too will the lack 
of pressure in this meet. As with 
all meets, Goodspeed is hoping 
her team will hit each of its 24 
routines, but in terms of stakes, 
UNH has a relatively relaxed 
meet after the pre-EAGL nerves.
“We have nothing to lose,” 
Goodspeed said. “We are the 
sixth-ranked team at the Region-
al meet. Our only place to go is 
up.”
It won’t be an easy task 
moving up, but the Wildcats 
are looking forward to trying to 
make a run at moving into the 
nation’s top-25 schools when the 
NCAA Regional meet starts on 
April 2.
For more information about 




continued from page 20
VOLLEYBALL
Wildcats begin tall task of title defense
ANDREW YOURELL/STAFF
Keelin Severtson (14) is one of only two returning Wildcat starters for the 2016-17 season.
By ANDREW YOURELL
SPortS eDitor
The UNH volleyball team 
travelled to Boston College on 
Wednesday night for a scrimmage, 
beginning the team’s spring com-
petitions.
The Eagles pulled off a 3-1 
victory over the Wildcats, but the 
three-time defending America 
East champions had some major 
contributions from young players, 
a good sign for a team that lost six 
seniors and five starters from last 
year’s team.
“Everyone contributed and 
gained valuable experience,” 
UNH head coach Jill Hirschinger 
said. “We are young and [it’s] a 
positive seeing the freshmen out 
on the court.”
With an extended role in the 
scrimmage, the freshmen were 
able to step up and prove that the 
conference shouldn’t sleep on the 
young Wildcat team.
Gabri Olhava led the team 
with 11 kills. The 6-foot, 1-inch 
middle blocker provided depth for 
the team during the fall, but will 
continue to be relied upon for of-
fense with the departure of three 
of the team’s top hitters, Tori For-
rest, Abby Brinkman and Cassidy 
Croci.
Alexa Markman, who did not 
see any action during the team’s 
three-peat season due to a hand 
injury, chipped in another eight 
blocks and an impressive .467 hit-
ting percentage. Like Olhava, the 
Chicago native will see plenty of 
playing time when the real games 
begin in late August.
Courtney Bowman was a 
third promising performance 
for the ‘Cats, notching a pair of 
service aces in the contest. The 
sophomore played well as a serve 
specialist during the season and 
recorded 20 service aces. She 
was fifth on the team, which was 
ranked nationally in the top-10 in 
aces per set during the season, fin-
ishing No. 9 in the NCAA.
The Wildcats only return two 
starters from that team, but both 
Demi Muses and Keelin Severt-
son have the talent and experience 
to help lead the team to another 
strong season.
Muses, a senior middle 
blocker, led the team with 16 digs 
on Wednesday night. The Califor-
nia native split last year’s Most 
Outstanding Player award with 
Albany’s Laini Leindecker and 
was instrumental in both the front 
and back of the court for the Wild-
cats.
Severtson was named Setter 
of the Year last season and led the 
conference in assists and service 
aces. She finished the season with 
1,016 assists and a 9.58 assists per 
set mark, but was also one of the 
nation’s top players from the ser-
vice line. She finished fourth in 
the nation with .52 aces per set, 
and she and Muses will anchor 
the young team in the upcoming 
season.
The future is bright for the 
Wildcats volleyball team, but for 
now, according to Hirschinger, 
they’re happy just to compete.
“We were excited to get back 
on the court and play another 
team,” she said.
sports 
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Lebron James stated 
he’d take a pay cut to 
play with Carmelo An-
thony, Chris Paul and 
Dwayne Wade, according 
to ESPN.
GYMNASTICS
Welcome to the Big House
Gymnastics headed to NCAA 
Regionals at the University of Michigan
MEN’S BASKETBALL
‘Cats already eyeing next season
By SAM DONNELLY 
STAFF WRITER
A step in the right direction. 
That is the way UNH head coach Bill Herrion feels about 
the 2015-16 season for his basketball team. The Wildcats set a 
school record with 20 wins and received a bid to the CollegeIn-
sider.com Tournament (CIT) for the second year in a row. In the 
CIT, the Wildcats grabbed their first post season victory in pro-
gram history by defeating Fairfield 77-62. The Wildcats met the 
expectations of the public, but what Herrion and the team really 
want is a taste of the NCAA tournament. With the season over, 
the question becomes simple: What do the Wildcats need to do 
to get to the big dance? 
“We have to start talking about what it is going to take for 
us to take the next step,” Herrion said. “It starts with the off-
season. We have to get stronger physically. We also need our 
skill development to improve.”
If the expectations going into the 2015-16 season were big, 
next year’s expectations are going to be colossal. The Wildcats 
return all their players except one, Ronnel Jordan. Transfer Jor-
dan Reed from Rice is now eligible to play and the Wildcats have 
already locked up two recruits for next season. John Ogwuche 
is a 6-foot, 3-inch guard from Greenforest Christian Academy 
in Georgia and Luke Rosinski, who stands at 6-feet, 8-inches, 
played at Kimball Union Academy and is formally from Derry, 
New Hampshire. The addition of Reed, Ogwuche and Rosinski 
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Iba Camara is just one of the young players UNH will return next season as it looks to take the next step.
COURTESY OF UNH ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
Members of the gymnastics team celebrate after finding out their destination for NCAA Regionals.
By ANDREW YOURELL 
SPORTS EDITOR
The UNH gymnastics team found out it is headed to the Uni-
versity of Michigan on April 2 for the 2016 National Collegiate 
Women’s Gymnastics Championships Ann Arbor Regional during 
Monday’s NCAA Women’s Gymnastics Selection Show.
UNH finished the season ranked No. 33 in the country, locking 
up a spot in the top 36 and a berth into the regional round after plac-
ing second at the East Atlantic Gymnastics League (EAGL) Champi-
onships on March 19. UNH will join No. 6 Auburn, No. 7 Michigan, 
No. 18 Stanford, No. 24 Eastern Michigan and No. 25 Penn State in 
the regional round. The top two teams during the competition earn 
the right to move on to the NCAA Championships.
“It was great,” UNH head coach Gail Goodspeed said. “It was 
great, because [making NCAA Regionals was] our goal this season. 
Our goal is obviously to hit 24 for 24 and stay in the moment at each 
meet, but the long-range goal is to qualify for NCAA Regionals.”
The ‘Cats have been quite successful at making the Regional 
meet with Goodspeed at the helm. In her 37 years as head coach, 
UNH has only failed to qualify twice. At times this season, how-
ever, the task seemed as though it might be out of reach, as injuries 
plagued the team after a hot start to the season.
“I didn’t know when the [EAGL] meet was over that we’d 
locked the spot,” Goodspeed said. “I knew we needed a 195.800 to 
guarantee having no one knock us out with their absolute best.”
UNH fell just short, totaling a 195.525 score. But as other con-
ference championship results rolled in, it became clear that UNH had 
qualified.
Goodspeed admitted that the team felt the pressure prior to 
beginning the EAGL Championships, knowing that a berth in the 
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